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HOW TO REACH US


write: Alamo Heights Independent School District


7101 Broadway, San Antonio, Texas 78209


call: 210-824-2483


fax: 210-822-2221


email: info@ahisd.net


surf: www.ahisd.net


APP: iTunes: AHISD


video: YouTube: Alamo Heights Mules


learn more: www.WeGoPublic.com


DISTRICT LEADERSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Bonnie Giddens, President


John Tippit, Vice President


Margaret Judson, Secretary


Lisa Krenger, Assistant Secretary


Lynn S. Thompson


Perry Shankle


David Hornberger


ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Kevin Brown, Superintendent of Schools


Dr. Dana Bashara, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education


Dr. Frank Alfaro, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education


Mike Hagar, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance


Sandra Shelton, Director of Instructional & Information Technology


Kris Holliday, Director of Special Education & Pupil Services


Jennifer Roland, Director of Athletics


Richard Mallard, Director of Nutrition Services


Max Flores, Human Resources Coordinator


Patti Pawlik-Perales, Communications Coordinator


CAMPUS ADMINISTRATORS


High School
Dr. Cordell Jones, Principal


Terri Duncan, Academic Dean


Norm Collins, Assistant Principal


Frank Padilla, Assistant Principal


Junior School
Laura Ancira, Principal


Yadira Palacios, Academic Dean


Gabby Joseph, Assistant Principal


Bob Haak, Assistant Principal


Cambridge Elementary School
Jana Needham, Principal


Jennifer Flores, Assistant Principal


Woodridge Elementary School
Debbie Garinger, Principal


Rene Gomez, Assistant Principal


Howard Early Childhood Center
Susan Peery, Principal


Liz Lopez, Assistant Principal


Jimmie Walker, Elementary Academic Dean


VISIT AHISD: Take a look at Alamo Heights Independent 
School District by arranging a visit to one of our campuses. Our 
administrative offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. year-round to assist you. Visitors are encouraged 
to call two weeks in advance to schedule appointments.


VISIT AHISD ONLINE: The Alamo Heights website allows you to 
personalize your surfing experience! You can check out the latest news 
stories and events occurring in our classrooms, schools, auditoriums 
and playing fields, review profiles and program information that is 
tailored to meet your individual interests at www.ahisd.net. FRONT ROW: Margaret Judson, Secretary; Bonnie Giddens, President; Lisa 


Krenger, Assistant Secretary; and Lynn S. Thompson, Trustee. BACK ROW: John 
Tippit, Vice President; David Hornberger, Trustee; Perry Shankle, Trustee; and 
Dr. Kevin Brown, Superintendent of Schools.


AHISD IS BLUE AND GOLD, AND WE ARE ALSO “GREEN.” 
This report is printed on FSC® certified paper. Clear Visions, the 
print shop that printed this report, has been certified by BM Trada 
Certification North America Inc. as a Forest Stewardship Council® 
(FSC®) Chain-of-Custody printer. Certification of paper mills 
and forests is an important step in furthering protection of the 
environment and protecting it for the future. Chain-of-Custody 
certification is the process of tracking and recording possession 
and transfer of wood and fiber from the forests of origin, through 
different stages of production, and delivery to the end user.


When you are finished reading this report, please consider recycling 
it in the paper collection bins outside of our AHISD campuses. These 
recycle bins serve as a fund raising mechanism for AHISD schools.
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(Several of the front and back cover photos are by Mark Humphries)
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DISTRICT PROFILE
AHISD PROGRAM ENROLLMENT


 State         Alamo Heights


 %  %  #


Bilingual  18.3%  6.8%  325


Career / Technology  24.3%  12.0%  575


Gifted / Talented  7.7%  18.0%  865


Special Education  8.6%  6.5%  313


AHISD SCHOOLS AND ENROLLMENT


Howard Early Childhood Center (PK and K) .....378


Woodridge Elementary ....................................926


Cambridge Elementary. ...................................796


Junior School (6-8) ........................................1,157


High School (9-12) ........................................1,551


Total Enrollment ...........................................4,808


STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS


African American .......................................... 1.6%


Hispanic ...................................................... 40.8%


White ......................................................... 53.6%


Asian/Pacific Isl ............................................. 3.3%


Native American ........................................... 0.4%


Economically Disadvantaged....................... 20.5%


College-bound .............................................. 96%


Dropout Rate ................................................ 0.4%


Attendance Rate ............................................ 96%


Limited English Proficient .............................. 5.1%


AHISD ATTENDANCE BOUNDARIES


Geographically, AHISD is one of the smallest school 
districts in the state, covering only 9.4 square miles. 
The district serves students from the communities of 
Alamo Heights, Terrell Hills, Olmos Park, and a portion 
of North San Antonio.


AHISD BUDGET & TAXES


Expenditures, Maintenance & Operations


Instruction and Rel Serv .....................$27,390,412


Instruction & School Ldrshp .................$3,124,870 


Support Services-Student .....................$4,397,084


Admin Support Services .........................1,855,350


Support Services-Non Student .............$4,913,867


Total District Expenditures ............ $41,681,583


State Recapture (Robin Hood) ............$34,225,947 


AHISD Tax Rate .............................................$1.06 


Int & Sinking Tax / $100 valuation.................$0.14


Total Taxable Property Value ........ $6,962,863,302 


Assessed Value per Student ........... $1,438,608.12


Levy from AHISD Prop. Tax Rate (est.) ...$77,382,738


Current Bonded Indebt ......................$92,465,000


Per Pupil Expenditure, M&O ..............$7,701.70  
(based on enrollment)


TABLE OF CONTENTSDISTRICT PROFILE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  PAGE 1ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCORES  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 2ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCHOLAR  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 22016 GRADUATION PROFILE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 2NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 3SAT/ACT SCORES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 3STAAR TEST RESULTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .PAGE 4ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 5DUKE TALENT SEARCH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 5INVOLVEMENT ACHIEVEMENTS   .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 6FINE ARTS ACHIEVEMENTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 7ATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 8PERSONNEL ACHIEVEMENTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 10POWERING THE PROFILE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 11FOUNDATION AT WORK  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PAGE 12
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2016 GRADUATES 


COLLEGE-BOUND
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SOME UNIVERSITIES ATTENDED  
BY THE CLASS OF 2016:
Arizona State University, Auburn University, Baylor 
University, Brown University, Colorado State University, 
Duke University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
John Hopkins University, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Pepperdine University, Rhodes College, 
Rice University, Sarah Lawrence College, Southern 
Methodist University, St. Edwards University, Texas A&M 
University, Texas State University, Texas Tech University, 
Trinity University, Tulane University, UCLA, University 
of Colorado, University of Incarnate Word, University 
of Mississippi, University of New Mexico, University of 
Oklahoma, University of Pennsylvania, University of Texas, 
UTSA, University of the South, Sewanee, University of 
Wisconsin, Vanderbilt University, Wake Forest University, 
USC, Washington & Lee University


TOTAL 2016 SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED: $13,710,276


AP & GRADUATION PROFILES
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) SCORE COMPARISON, 2010-2016
Year Total Tests Number of  Number of AP Tests 
 Taken AH Testers that AH Students 
   Scored 3 or Better


2016 939 485 713
2015 933 535 644


2014 957 551 701


2013 1,011 567 670


2012 1,113 604 722


2011 994 567 660


2010 957 508 697


GRADUATION PROFILE


2016 GRADUATING CLASS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 355


ATTENDING FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE/


UNIVERSITY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58%


ATTENDING TWO-YEAR COLLEGE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .35%


ATTENDING COLLEGE OUT-OF-STATE  .  .  .  . 32%


UNDECIDED  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0%


ENTERING WORKFORCE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6%


MILITARY SERVICE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1%


NUMBER IN 2016 GRADUATING CLASS DOES NOT 


ACCOUNT FOR SUMMER GRADUATES .


93% GRADUATION RATEAP® SCHOLAR AWARDS
NUMBER OF AP TESTS TAKEN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 939
NUMBER OF STUDENTS TAKING AP TESTS . . . . . . . . . . . 485
NUMBER OF STUDENTS EARNING 3+  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395
It is particularly noteworthy that 193 students at Alamo Heights 
High School have earned the designation of AP Scholar by the 
College Board in recognition of their exceptional achievement on 
college-level Advanced Placement Program® (AP) Exams. To earn 
this recognition, students needed to take and pass at least three 
AP exams. High school students took AP exams in May 2016 after 
completing challenging college-level courses at the high school.


Alamo Heights High School is 
accredited by the Texas Education 
Agency, The Texas Association for 
College Admission Counseling, 
The National Association for 
College Admission Counseling  
and the College Board.


TOP SENIORS: 
The Class of 2016 celebrated graduation with a total 
of 355 graduates, with 86 students earning honors 
distinction. The faculty and staff recognized two students 
as the Outstanding Seniors: Benji Cohen, Outstanding 
Senior Boy, and Abby Gray, Outstanding Senior Girl.
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS:


The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic 
competition for recognition and scholarships. Alamo 
Heights High School students who have been recognized 
and honored for their academic achievements by the 
National Merit Scholarship Program include: NATIONAL 
MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS: Samuel Berryman, Avery 
Myers, Ellery Parish and James Taylor; NATIONAL 
MERIT COMMENDED: Grant Anderson, Samuel 
Becvar, Drew Benedikt, Jack Callahan, Benita Lee, 
Caitland Love, Joseph McGrath, Cooper Noble, 
Cole Pringle, Sterling Rios, Sine Scribbick, Zoe Seay 
and Sophie Tippit; NATIONAL HISPANIC SCHOLARS: 
Elisabeth Medina, Sterling Rios, Zoe Seay, Martha 
Vazquez and Cameron Young.


SAT/ACT SCORES 
Over the past 24 years, Alamo Heights SAT scores have 
increased significantly in spite of the fact that a greater 
percentage of students take the SAT. Admissions offices 
throughout the nation know that an AHISD graduate has 
had an excellent preparation for college work.


SAT MEAN SCORES


Year Critical Reading  Math Writing AHHS Avg  Natl Avg  # Tested (AH)


2016  535  548  518  1,628  1,394  309


ACT MEAN COMPOSITE SCORES


Year  Texas Avg AHHS Avg  Natl Avg  # Tested (AH)


2016  20.6  24.0  20.8  247


NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM


Semi Finalists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4


Commended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13


National Hispanic Students  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
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ANNUAL 2016 REPORT 
ACCOUNTABILITY SUMMARY
In 2009, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 5 mandating the creation 
of an entirely new accountability system focused on the achievement of 
postsecondary readiness for all Texas public school students. As a result, 
accountability ratings are now based on the evaluation of four performance 
indexes—Student Achievement, Student Progress, Closing Performance 
Gaps, and Postsecondary Readiness. 


The indexes include assessment results from the State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness (STAAR) testing program, graduation rates, and 
rates of students achieving the Recommended High School Program and 
Distinguished Achievement (Advanced) High School Program.


HB 5 also included a local evaluation requirement that is frequently 
referred to as the community engagement component. The community 
engagement requirement is an opportunity for districts to showcase 
areas of excellence and success as well as recognize areas in need of 
improvement and set future goals valued in the community.


The statute requires each district to evaluate and designate a performance 
rating for the district and each of its campuses in the district based on criteria 
set by a local committee. The law requires that each district and each campus 
be assigned a rating of exemplary, recognized, acceptable, or unacceptable. 
The statute provides nine factors for which the district and each campus 
must be evaluated. Each district must use criteria set by a local committee to 
evaluate the districts and campuses performance under each of the first 8 
categories (exemplary, recognized, acceptable, or unacceptable) and provide 
an answer (yes or no) for the compliance category.


DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY RATING: Target Score Standards Met


CAMPUS ACCOUNTABILITY RATINGS:


ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
Overall: Target Score Standards Met
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing Performance Gaps
• Postsecondary Readiness (rated at HS only) 
Distinction:
Academic Achievement in English, Language 
Arts, Reading 
Academic Achievement in Mathematics
Academic Achievement in Science
Academic Achievement in Social Studies 
Postsecondary Readiness 


ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL
Overall: Target Score Standards Met
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing Performance Gaps


CAMBRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Overall: Target Score Standards Met
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing Performance Gaps


WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Overall: Target Score Standards Met
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing Performance Gaps
Distinction:
Top 25 Percent: Student Progress


OVERALL RATING FOR PERFORMANCE IN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTCATEGORY RATING
FINE ARTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYWELLNESS & PHYSICAL EDUCATION  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYCOMMUNITY & PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT  . EXEMPLARY21ST CENTURY WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYSECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION  .  .  .  . RECOGNIZEDDIGITAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT   .  . RECOGNIZEDDROPOUT PREVENTION   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . RECOGNIZEDGIFTED & TALENTED EDUCATION  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYCOMPLIANCE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYFOR A DETAILED LIST OF PERFORMANCE MEASURES AND DATA COLLECTED, PLEASE REFER TO THE ENTIRE 


REPORT LOCATED ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE AT  AHISD .NET .
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STUDENT ACADEMIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL


NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS: NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS: 
Samuel Berryman, Avery Myers, Ellery Parish and James Taylor; 
NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED: Grant Anderson, Samuel 
Becvar, Drew Benedikt, Jack Callahan, Benita Lee, Caitland 
Love, Joseph McGrath, Cooper Noble, Cole Pringle, Sterling 
Rios, Sine Scribbick, Zoe Seay and Sophie Tippit; NATIONAL 
HISPANIC SCHOLARS: Elisabeth Medina, Sterling Rios, Zoe Seay, 
Martha Vazquez and Cameron Young. See page 3 for more info.


ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL


THE DUKE UNIVERSITY TALENT IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM 
(DUKE TIP) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to serving 
academically gifted and talented youth. The honorees include: 
GRAND RECOGNITION: Sophia Carroll and Daniel Halff; STATE 
RECOGNITION: Keats Baggett, Charles Bell, Paul Bessler, 
Laura Beuhler, Sophia Carroll, Bella Chase, Brooken Cole, 
Ethan Coleman, Blake Danner, Jennifer Drawert, Zachery 
Foster, Daniel Halff, Naomi Heath, Abigail Jones, Sofia Lloyd, 
Cristian Lopez, Timothy McLallen, Isabella Negrete, Claudia 
Olson, Robert Richardson, Samantha Rosart-Brodnitz, Colin 
Troy, Edward Villa, Benjamin Wolle, Emily Worthen and 
Theodore Yun.


Alamo Heights ISD
 provides an exemplary 


academic experience
 for students, 


recognized nationally a
s one of the


 1% 


of high scho
ols in the na


tion for coll
ege 


preparation . 
However, it is the


 overall 


experience, i
ncluding clubs, ath


letics, 


fine arts, JROT
C, leadership opport


unities, 


and community service
 that adds to the 


academic experience
 to ensure o


ur students 


are well-rounded people . Here
 are just a f


ew 


of the top ho
nors for 201


6 . For a com
plete 


listing of stu
dent accomplishments, visit us


 


on the web at www .ahisd .net


ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 


ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL’S ROCKETRY PROGRAM: 
SystemsGo awarded the Alamo Heights High School Rocketry 
program with the DIAMOND GODDARD AWARD for the second 
consecutive year.  AHHS students earned the honor after developing  
rockets capable of carrying a 35 lb. payload to 100,000 feet. The 
students actually collaborated with universities and NASA officials, 
culminating the project by launching their rockets at White Sands 
Missile Range in New Mexico in the summer. 


AHJS & WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


DESTINED TO SUCCEED: Alamo Heights ISD is consistently 
ranked at the top at both the state and global level in the 
Destination Imagination (DI) competitions! 2016 was a stellar 
year, as the district was represented at the DI Global Finals by two 
teams from Alamo Heights Junior School and three teams from 
Woodridge Elementary.   


Impacting 150,000 students in 48 states and 30 countries, DI 
students become better at creative and critical thinking, teamwork 
and idea generation.


WOODRIDGE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


STARRY HEIGHTS NIGHT:  
Woodridge Elementary 
students created over 40 
pieces of art that were then 
auctioned off by the PTO; 
raising more than $17,000 
for the Woodridge Specials 
Programs. 
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ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL, ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR 
SCHOOL, CAMBRIDGE & WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
AND HOWARD ECC


TAKING THE STAGE: Alamo Heights ISD students inspired educators 
from across Texas during their “Shaping the Future of Texas” 
show that was performed for the Texas Association of School 
Administrators (TASA) and Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) 
Conference in Houston, at the George Brown Convention Center. 


The students were invited to perform during the annual conference 
as part of the President’s Welcome in which AHISD Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Kevin Brown, presided over the convention as President 
for TASA. Singers, dancers, artists and instrumentalists from the 
AHISD elementary schools, junior school and high school volunteered 
to participate in the program which highlighted the importance of 
public education. All teachers, staff and administrators from across 
the state were recognized for their role in shaping the future of Texas 
through public education, during the 20-minute performance.


An amazing opportunity for an extended collaboration of music 
occurred between singer/songwriter Lucas Jack (LucasJackMusic.
com) and the team. Jack generously allowed AHISD to use his 
song, “Because of You,” for a segment of the show. The original 
composition was used in the local “Go Public” campaign celebrating 
the great work being done in our Bexar County public schools. 
(WeGoPublic.com) 


True to the theme, we wanted the show to give voice to districts from 
across the state. A video was created that allowed us to illustrate the 
connection we all hold. We 
spoke with our colleagues and 
friends to secure video of the 
great work being done in our 
Texas public schools and they 
gladly supported our efforts. 
Our friends at H-E-B and the 
Excellence in Education Awards 
team supported our efforts by 
contributing video from their 
awards library as well!


See the show and the video on 
our district YouTube Channel: 
Alamo Heights Mules.


STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CAMBRIDGE  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


SNACK PACK 4 KIDS: The Snack Pack 4 Kids program at Cambridge 
Elementary is making sure no child goes hungry. Created a few 
years ago by parents and PTO members, Leslie Kingman and Pam 
Colbert, the program is changing lives. Colbert shared, “As a mentor 
to a young child, I learned that many of our children, while eating 
breakfast and lunch at school as part of the free and reduced meal 
program, did not have enough food to sustain them throughout the 
weekend.” With the help and support of the PTO, several sponsors 
and volunteers, the team has been able to create the Snack Pack 4 
Kids program. Each week, the program packs and provides healthy, 
sustaining snacks to about 65 students in need at the school.


ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL


CYBERSENIORS PROGRAM: Alamo Heights Junior Schoolers created 
and launched the CyberSeniors program to help senior citizens utilize 
new technologies and social tools. The connections that have been 
made between students and their cyber-seniors has been invaluable.
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STUDENT FINE ARTS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL


Throughout the year, band, choir, orchestra and theater students 
work on their specific craft, acquiring new skills and refining their 
talents, in preparation for district, regional and state competitions 
and performances.


Fine Arts directors seek numerous outside activities to showcase 
student talent.    


Follow many of our AHISD clubs  
and organizations on social media!
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STUDENT ATHLETIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL


LONE STAR CUP: Alamo Heights High School is consistently 
ranked in the state in the Lone Star Cup competition, which 
measures successes in all UIL activities, including fine arts, academic 
competitions and sports. 


DAN COOK CUP: The San Antonio Express-News all-sports award 
is named in honor of Dan Cook, the late sportswriter, newspaper 
columnist and sports anchor. Alamo Heights earned the cup during 
the outstanding 2015-2016 athletic season. Alamo Heights has 
earned the Cup twice in it’s fourteen year history. 


VOLLEYBALL: The Alamo Heights High School Varsity Volleyball 
team had an amazing season of play, beating defending champions 
Dripping Springs in a playoff sweep that propelled them to the next 
round. The team finished their season as Regional Semi-Finalists with 
a record of 23-20. 


CROSS COUNTRY: Tyler 
McGinnis competed in the 
State Cross Country Meet, 
becoming the first boy from 
Alamo Heights to make 
it to the state meet since 
1993, and his 16:26 time 
was the fastest time ever by 
an AH runner at the state 
meet. (Tyler came in 53rd at 
the meet.)


FOOTBALL: Will Chaney was recognized as the Texas Built Ford 
Tough Player of the Week during  Week 7 of the regular season 
and the 11th year of the Annual Built Ford Tough Award Program. 
Scoring in all three of the categories of measurement: on-field 
performance, academic performance, and community activities.


Will was named to the Dave Campbell’s Top 300 Recruits list, and 
was voted Team Captain by his teammates. He received the Built Ford 
Tough 5-A Texas Player of the Week award and was nominated for 
Mr. Texas Football for his standout performance in Week 7. In week 
10, he was named the ESPN San Antonio Player of the Week. To 
top it all off, he was also selected to play in the San Antonio All-Star 
Game in January 2017!


Mules Football competed in Round 2 of the playoffs late into 
November, falling to Richmond Foster, 55-27. The team had a great 
season recording only two loses.


DIVING/SWIMMING: 
Sine Scribbick earned the 
UIL State Champion title in 
1 meter diving, Scribbick 
qualified in the USA Olympic 
Trials in 3 meter diving.


Ellery Parish, is a 6 time  
High School All American 
and the most decorated 
female swimmer in the 
history of Alamo Heights.  


BASKETBALL: As 2016 District Champs, the Mules won every 
district road game with a 14-2 record. Collecting their fifth district 
title in six years, the Mules advanced in the playoffs to the Regional 
Semi-Finals before losing a heartbreaker in overtime. Head Coach, 
Andrew Brewer, was named 5A Outstanding Regional Coach of the 
Year by the Texas Association of Basketball Coaches.


Stay up-to-date with athletic news 


and events by following  
@AHISDAthletics on Twitter.


Abby Gray added another 
national award to her impressive 
career as she was named the 
Gatorade/USA Today Runner of the 
Year in cross country for the state 
of Texas. This award recognizes 
both athletic and academic 
performance, as well as character 
and off-the-field achievements. 
This award is a true testament to 
her work ethic and character. 
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TENNIS: Alamo Heights High School’s Tennis Team was named 
State Runners-Up at the UIL State 5A Team Tennis Meet.


BASEBALL: Alamo 
Heights High School’s 
varsity baseball team 
competed in the region 
4 5-A state finals in June, 
earning the silver medal in 
their first-ever state playoff 
appearance. 


In another school history-
making moment, Pitcher 
Forrest Whitley learned 
he was the first round, 
#17 pick for the Houston 
Astros in the Major 
League Baseball draft.


CHEER: Alamo Heights 
High School’s Varsity 
Cheerleaders brought 
home the school’s first-
ever Class 5-A UIL State 
Cheer Title.


JROTC: The Alamo Heights JROTC Battalion has been designated 
as an “Honor Unit with Distinction” for maintaining exceptionally 
high standards of training and discipline. In 2016, all Cadets earned 


the right to wear a Gold Star 
on their uniforms, identifying 
them as an “Honor Unit with 
Distinction.” This designation 
also grants our JROTC 
Instructors the authority to 
nominate outstanding Cadets 
to any of the 3 Department of 
Defense Academies (West Point, 
Annapolis, and the Air Force) 
during the next school year.


SOCCER: The AHHS Boys Soccer Team reflected on their success in 
both the regular and playoff season, embracing also the success of 
their leaders: Head Coach, Bruce Fink, who earned his 500th win 
as the only head soccer coach in Alamo Heights history and was 
inducted into the Texas Association of Soccer Coaches Hall of Fame; 
Assistant Coach, Sergio Alcala, was named Assistant Coach of the 
Year by the Texas Association of Soccer Coaches. 


GOLF: Twenty-four of the 
nation’s brightest minds 
and best junior golfers 
were named to the 2016 
Transamerica Scholastic 
Junior All-America 
Team, announced by the 
American Junior Golf 
Association. The team 
consists of 12 young men 
and 12 young women 
who demonstrate the 
ability to excel not only on the golf course, but also in the classroom 
and the community. Alamo Heights High School’s McClure “Mac” 
Meissner was the only Texan named to the list. 


DANCE: The AHHS Spurs 
Dance Team earned 
numerous distinctions 
that lead them to be 
named to the Line of 
Champions during the 
Showmakers of America 
state competition. The 
team consistently earns 
top awards and accolades 
for their choreography, 
precision and showmanship during performances. The team had 
a huge role in the “Shaping the Future of Texas” show, presenting 
an amazing performance using shadow movement to deliver a 
powerful message about who is at the heart of Texas Public Schools.


ALAMO HEIGHTS  
JUNIOR SCHOOL


FENCING: Issac Oden, 6th 
grader at AHJS, is the #1 
men’s epee fencer in the 
United States for his age 
group. Issac got his start 
in afterschool enrichment 
classes offered at Cambridge. 


Photo courtesy of Riley H
enshaw


.
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PERSONNEL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The National High School Baseball 
Coaches Association (NHSBCA) 
named Jason Thompson the 
Southern Region Coach of the 
Year for the 2016 season. 


Thompson coached the Mules 
Varsity Baseball team to the 
state playoffs for the first time in 
program history. The team played 
for the state championship title 
in June, earning the number two 
spot in the state. Thompson was 
presented the award during the 
NHSBCA Hall of Fame/Awards dinner in Columbus, Ohio. 


This is a huge honor, as Thompson is one of only 8 coaches in 
the nation to be selected, making him one of the top 8 baseball 
coaches in the nation!


Mariana Medaris was 
named the 2016 ESC-20 
Bilingual Teacher of the Year. 


Medaris is a dual language 
teacher at Woodridge 
Elementary. She was 
honored during the ESC-20 
Language Conference. 


Alamo Heights ISD’s Dr. Jimmie 
Walker was selected as the 
recipient of the 2016 Carnegie 
Project of the Education Doctorate 
(CPED) Dissertation in Practice 
Award for her work entitled 
Brain-targeted early childhood 
beginnings: A case study in India.


“The CPED Dissertation in Practice 
Award Committee received numerous high-quality nominations, 
all of which were strong examples in the field,” shared Jill A. Perry, 
CPED Executive Director. “The purpose of this award is to honor 
scholarly practitioner work, grounded in high-quality research, that 
seeks to create change in practice by solving problems, while thinking, 
performing and acting with integrity. Nominated in June, Walker’s 
work was chosen an exemplar for this year,” Perry continued. 


Walker was invited to join the elite CPED Consortium in October, 
at Augusta University in Augusta, Georgia where she was formally 
presented with the award of $1,000 and a plaque. Walker will 
additionally author an article for a top-tier journal. 


AHHS’s Michelle Candland was 
named the AHISD Teacher of the 
Year and Finalist for the prestigious, 
Trinity Prize for Teaching Excellence. 


AHISD contracted with CPS to lower our kilowatt (kW) demand. by 
an average of 520 kW during the summer on certain days that CPS 
selected. There were 18 days selected from June to September and 
the district average savings was 652 kW and 23,895 kWh.CPS paid 
the district $43,684 for the average savings. As a result, the district 
lowered summer utility costs by $2,007.


The City of San Antonio Office of Sustainability selected AHISD 
as winner of the annual SA Tomorrow Sustainability Award. 
Alamo Heights ISD was selected as the winner of the Bill Sinkin 
Solar Technology Award! Honored for the innovative practices 
and techniques implemented that create cost-savings, the district 
earned the award for the second time in two years.


KENS 5 and San Antonio Credit Union surprised students engaged in 
a math lesson with Woodridge 5th Grade Teacher Shawn Simpson, 
announcing that he had been named the ExCEL Award recipient for 
Alamo Heights ISD! 


Simpson has been teaching at Woodridge for 19 years.  He 
has a passion for teaching math, which is evident in all that he 
does. Simpson works hard daily to build students confidence as 
mathematicians by giving his time before school and during lunch to 
make sure students are successful and on track.  


Simpson was honored with a $1,000 check from SACU during an 
on-campus presentation, followed by a news feature on KENS 5.


AHISD’s Board of Trustees was 
named one of the Top 5 Boards in 
the state by H-E-B as part of their 
Excellence in Education Awards.
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POWERING  
THE PROFILE 
FROM AHISD PROFILE OF A LEARNER  


TO ENGAGED CLASSROOMS


During the Fall of 2015, a team of teachers, administrators, 
parents, community members and students crafted the 
AHISD Profile of a Learner to depict all that we hope to 
achieve through the AHISD learning experience. The Profile 
of a Learner then led to an AH Blueprint for Learning for 
implementation within the classrooms. In order to roll out this 
transformation of practice, AHISD committed to a responsible 
roll out plan that identified 17 classrooms as Engaged 
Classrooms that are charged with the implementation of the 
AHISD Blueprint for Learning.  


Each of these 17 classroom teachers will be supported by an 
instructional coach as they coach as they continue the transition 
away from a teacher platform of instruction to a student-led 
learner platform of instruction. In AHISD, we want our students 
to take ownership of their learning which ultimately leads to 
more personalized, customized learning experiences. In addition 
to this support, our Engaged Classroom teachers attended a 
week long professional development session on the Blueprint 
for Learning and will attend continuous and on-going support 
through professional development efforts throughout the year. 


The Engaged Classrooms are all equipped with furniture that 
is conducive to mobility, flexibility, collaboration and transition. 
We know that the traditional classroom furniture set up where 


desks are in rows, permanently 
arranged for the school year, is 
not optimal for our students. The 
old standardized way of arranging 


rooms does not encourage communication, interaction, and 
collaboration between the students. We want our Engaged 
Classrooms to help facilitate the personalized learning we 
aspire to achieve. In addition to the furniture, these classrooms 
also have a technology device in a 1:1 ratio to the students 
to promote on-demand learning and learning beyond the 
classroom walls.


Teachers were selected for participation in this first cohort 
through an application process. Every one of our five campuses 
is home to two-four Engaged Classroom teachers. This 
responsible roll-out plan calls for us to ensure success of this first 
cohort, before moving into year two-four of implementation.  
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ENDOWED FUNDS
The Foundation’s General Endowment was created in the fall of 2002 with the goal of obtaining long-term financial security for AHISD in support of 
the District’s programs. Currently, the General Endowment provides the annual salary for the Teacher for Academic Excellence in Science that was 
established in 2007 to provide distinguished students at the secondary level advanced opportunities in science education. Activities include internships 
in various science laboratories, independent studies, special projects, and participation in professional science conferences. Ron Malasky, AHHS 
Science Department Chair holds this position.


Rob Boldrick Memorial Fund was established in 1991 in memory of Rob Boldrick, 1974 graduate, to support teachers whose study, training or 
program development will help students with a penchant for academic achievement and those interested in careers in science, mathematics, and 
language arts. The 2015-2016 Rob Boldrick Award helped fund instructor training and development.


Glenn R. and Sally P. Ramsdell Fund was established in 2007 to fund a teaching position in English at the high school. The position of the Glenn 
R. and Sally P. Ramsdell Memorial Chair in English is filled with a highly creative, enthusiastic educator whose primary task is to nurture excitement 
among students for literary pursuits. Laura Davenport currently holds this position.


Faye Langley Cowden Chair for Elementary Education was established in 1994. Mrs. Cowden, a 1930 graduate of Alamo Heights and former teacher, 
established the endowment as a commitment to continued excellence in AHISD elementary schools. Amy Soupiset at Woodridge Elementary  
currently holds this position.


The AHISD Wellness Coordinator established in 2009, is solely funded through Foundation gifts in support of providing a trained professional to 
coordinate a program focused on the social and emotional issues of students across all AHISD schools. Michelli Ramon served as the District’s 
Wellness Coordinator through the 2015-2016 school year. 


The Caroline Gose Fund was established in memory of Caroline Gose, a 2003 Alamo Heights graduate, to support a joint student-faculty project 
benefiting the High School and the Alamo Heights community in the areas of journalism, theater or community service. 2015-2016 Recipients: 
Interact Club’s Trip to the North Pole benefiting terminally ill children; and Chain Reaction inspiring students to have a positive attitude, model 
impeccable character and promote anti- bullying awareness.


The Graham Ladenshohn Memorial Lecture Series was established in 1991, in memory of Graham Ladensohn, who loved his teachers. The Graham 
Ladensohn Memorial Lecture Series brings inspirational and educational speakers to the Alamo Heights Independent School District for faculty and the 
community. Ellen Castro was the featured speaker in February, 2016.


The Martha Spoor Young Writers Fund was established in honor of Martha Spoor, a 1987 graduate of AHHS and an English teacher for 14 years 
at Alamo Heights Junior School. Her goal was to instill in young people the ability to express themselves in their writing through the use of critical 
thinking and creativity. The fund supports a week long summer writing workshop for 7th and 8th graders in the district led by Laura Van 
Prooyen.


The Charles Urschel Guenther Theater Arts Fund was established in 2008 in memory of Charles Guenther, a 1983 graduate who loved providing 
technical assistance for AHHS dramatic productions. The fund provided a LED Lighting Package and Fader Panel to enhance theater 
productions.


The Johnnie Eng Fund was established upon his retirement in 2003 to honor the impact of Mr. Eng on the lives of his students and colleagues. As a 
result of the Johnnie Eng Fund, teachers from AHHS attended training to increase rigor for grade level English and foreign language classes as well 
as advanced training for the AHHS Math Department. Teachers also attended: ACTLF training, AATF and TAGT Conferences, summer art 
workshops for art teachers, specialized certification programs and Master’s Degree work in Spanish Language teaching.
The Shine Bright Fund was established in 2011 in memory of Sarah Chidgey Hughes, an elementary school teacher, and in honor of her mother, 
Denise Chidgey, who taught for over 30 years at Woodridge.  This year the fund supported summer school enrichment opportunities for 
students attending summer school to help hone and enrich their learning and social skills.


The Reid Hallman Kelley Memorial Fund was established in 2014 in memory of Reid Hallman Kelley, a seventh grader at Alamo Heights Junior School, 
who passed away in September 2013. Reid, a bright and dedicated student, had a particular interest in science and technology, and aspired to someday 
study engineering. The fund is used to enrich opportunities for students at AHJS to achieve academic excellence in science to help improve 
facilities and equipment of the science classrooms, and to support training and education of the AHJS science teachers.


AS PART OF ITS COMMITMENT, THE ALAMO HEIGHTS SCHOOL FOUNDATION HAS PROVIDED 
$250,000 TO THE DISTRICT TO BRIDGE THE FUNDING GAP CREATED BY CUTS TO TEACHER 
SALARIES AND POSITIONS. THROUGH ITS ENDOWMENT, THE FOUNDATION ANTICIPATES THE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S EDUCATIONAL FUTURE THROUGH VARIOUS ENDOWED POSITIONS AND 
PROGRAMS SUCH AS THOSE THAT ARE LISTED.


THE ALAMO HEIGHTS SCHOOL FOUNDATION HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS. FOR THE 2015-
2016 ACADEMIC YEAR, $36,050 WAS AWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO AHHS GRADUATES.


SCHOLARSHIPS
The Bob Ware Memorial Scholarship was established in 1975 to award scholarships to AHISD seniors whose achievements are above expectations 
and are involved in extra-curricular activities at AHHS 2016 Recipient: Madeline Richardson


The Oma E. Vordenbaum Scholarship was established in 1977 for AHHS graduating seniors who seek higher education. Recipients exemplify many of 
the qualities that Mrs. Vordenbaum modeled and valued in others, including intellectual curiosity, a love of learning, perseverance and purposefulness, 
sincerity, trustworthiness, unselfishness, neatness in work and appearance, and respect for others. 2016 Recipients: Melanie McDaniel and 
Matthew Parker


The W. W. and Anna May Campbell Scholarship was established in 1985 to provide scholarships for AHHS graduates who plan to attend state or 
other publicly supported schools and who are sophomores or above in class standing. Recipients of the Campbell Scholarships are selected based 
on scholastic ability and financial need. 2016 Recipients: Jared Hargrove, Greyson Kale, Mitchell Katona, Megan Spalten, Colin Sturrock, 
Victoria Young, Averie Barlett, Alicen Flores, Emily Hargrove, Charles M. Smith 
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THE FOUNDATION’S MOST EXCITING AND FUN EVENT IS THE PRIZE 
POSSE THAT RIDES EVERY NOVEMBER TO AWARD GRANTS TO AHISD 
TEACHERS FOR SPECIAL PROJECTS, MATERIALS, BOOKS AND OTHER 
INSTRUCTIONAL NEEDS.


EDUCATION GRANTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
Versatile Spectrophotometry


Aerospace Studies


Gradpoint Student Site Licenses


ALEKS


Heights Robotics


Turnitin to Turn On Learning


Electrochemistry of Voltaic Cells


Collaborative Learning Experience


Zip-grow Farm Wall 


ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL
Off Broadway Redesign


Photo Journalism


STEM


Listening to Learn-Multi-Sensory Instruction


French 1 Cultural Enhancement


CAMBRIDGE ELEMENTARY
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)


Science Equipment 


Cambridge School Garden


Smart Boards for 4th grade classrooms


Leer es Creer


Ready to Being Flipping our Classrooms


WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)


Woodridge Ready Room


Aiming for Success!


Smart boards for 5th grade classrooms 


Nosotros Leemos


Math & Literacy


Access A+ Academics


Biography books for 3rd graders


Technology Club Tech Tools


Smart boards for 4th grade classrooms


Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Reading and Writing


HOWARD EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)


Scholastic BookFlix


HowdaHUG Petite Chair


Fix the Nook with Great Books!


ROBBINS ACADEMY & EDC
Explore Learning- Gizmos: Science Lab Resource


JOINT
Libraries e-Volve for our 21st Century Readers  
– e-books for all campuses


Campus Grants for Instructor Training


STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION*


ASSETS 2015 2014


Current assets:


Cash and cash equivalents $222,709 $410,857


Accounts Receivable   334


Pledges receivable due within one year, net of allowance 28,032 99,485


Prepaid assets 3,887 4,715


Total current assets $254,628 $515,391


Property and Equipment 16,877 25,325


Other assets:


Investments – at fair market value $6,606,151 $6,474,056 


Non-current pledges receivable, net of allowance and discount 5,760 25,373 


6,611,911 6,499,429 


$6,883,416 $7,040,145 


LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS


Liabilities:


Accounts payable $74,209 $15,910


Accrued liabilities 12,010 15,184


Scholarships payable 34,050 36,050


Deferred revenue 48,000 15,000


Total current liabilities $168,269 $82,144


Net assets:


Unrestricted $721,262 $1,083,377


Temporarily restricted 1,445,956 1,449,384


Permanently restricted 4,547,929 4,425,240


6,715,147 6,958,001 


$6,883,416 $7,040,145 


FOUNDATION GIFTS OF SUPPORT TO AHISD


TOTAL GIFTS: $801,418


GRANT FOR 
TEACHER SALARIES
$250,000


GRANTS TO 
EDUCATORS 
$149,075CORPORATE  


PARTNERSHIP  
PROGRAM
$70,404


AHISD WELLNESS 
PROGRAM 


$75,000


GLEN R. AND 
SALLY P. RAMSDELL 
CHAIR IN ENGLISH


$73,862


TEACHER FOR 
ACADEMIC 


EXCELLENCE 
IN SCIENCE


$50,000


FAYE LANGLEY 
COWDEN 


CHAIR FOR  
ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION


$11,558


HEIGHTS 
HEROES
$2,500


OTHER 
ENDOWED 


FUNDS
$28,219


ADDITIONAL GRANTS
$56,750


SCHOLARSHIPS 
$34,050


 FISCAL YEAR  
2014–2015


*Audited financials prepared by Sagebiel, Ravenburg & Schuh, P.C


54 A l a m o  H e i g h t s  S c h o o l  F o u n d a t i o n  2 0 1 4 – 2 0 1 5  A n n u a l  R e p o r tR a i s i n g  F u n d s .  R a i s i n g  t h e  B a r .


2015-2016
Total Gifts to AHISD 


$830,345


$250,000


$34,780


$59,324


$33,882


$2,500


$11,673


$50,000


$75,121


$75,000


For more info about the AH  


School Foundation please visit  


www.ahschoolfoundation.org/
$88,443


$49,662
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