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VISIT AHISD: Take a look at Alamo Heights Independent 
School District by arranging a visit to one of our campuses. Our 
administrative offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. year-round to assist you. Visitors are encouraged 
to call two weeks in advance to schedule appointments.

FRONT ROW: Bonnie Giddens, Lisa Krenger, Ryan Anderson. BACK ROW: David 
Hornberger, Kevin Brown, John Tippet, Margaret Judson and Perry Shankle.

AHISD IS BLUE AND GOLD, AND WE ARE ALSO “GREEN.” 
This report is printed on FSC® certified paper. Clear Visions, the 
print shop that printed this report, has been certified by Exova BM 
Trada as a Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) Chain-of-Custody 
printer. Certification of paper mills and forests is an important step 
in furthering protection of the environment and protecting it for 
the future. Chain-of-Custody certification is the process of tracking 
and recording possession and transfer of wood and fiber from 
the forests of origin, through different stages of production, and 
delivery to the end user.

When you are finished reading this report, please consider recycling 
it in the paper collection bins outside of our AHISD campuses. These 
recycle bins serve as a fund raising mechanism for AHISD schools.

(P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

ar
k 

H
um

ph
rie

s)

COVER ART: THE BIG RED PROJECT @ WOODRIDGE: The Big 
RED Project was the culmination of events of Kindness Week. The 
week was spent on focusing how each of us has the opportunity 
to spread kindness. The entire campus was given a red t-shirt 
with an emoji with the words #kindsquad. The official kind squad 
members (the entire school) then headed out to the Woodridge 
field/playground to form one giant heart. The photo was captured 
by a drone. This was a powerful activity to unite our campus with 
a common goal of creating a culture of kindness. It speaks to the 
heart that is at the core of all that we do in Alamo Heights.
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To enhance our tradition of excellence, 
for the last decade, our district has 
been on a mission to design engaging 
experiences and programs for our 
students that result in profound 
learning. We strive to 

customize and personalize the learning 
experience to meet the needs of each 
unique student while also ensuring that 
every student is ready for college and a 
career. Here are a few highlights:

ENGAGED CLASSROOMS: How do we 
provide an education to prepare students for 
the 21st Century on campuses built in the 
mid-20th century and earlier? The answer 
lies in our engaged classroom initiative.  The 
most important part comes through the 
AHISD Blueprint for Learning, which is a 
transformative planning piece that guides teachers through 
the creation of engaging experiences for our students. In 
addition, teachers are provided with on-going training and 
support from our instructional coaches and the time needed 
to design engaging experiences.  

Additionally, completely redesigning 
each classroom in the district with new 
furniture, flooring and one-to-one 
technology is also part of this initiative. 
This innovative, teacher-driven work is 
being recognized nation-wide for the 
profound learning experience it provides 
our students. With 17 classrooms in 
2016-17, we added 60 more in 2017-
18 and will continue to add 60 per year 
in the future until every classroom has 
been redesigned.

BOND: After two years of planning, 
the $135 million bond was passed by more than 80% of our 
patrons. The work on this bond will help to transform many 
of our buildings while also adding extensive new facilities 
in academics, fine arts, cafeteria, culinary arts and athletics. 
It will also provide the resources needed for enhanced 
technology, landscaping, buses, furniture, and better energy 
efficiency. This bond will greatly enhance the way we 
operate.

THE HEART OF HEIGHTS: Since 2009, our district has 
placed heavy focus on character education and student 
wellness. In 2017, we advanced those efforts by combining 
them with the recommendations from the Superintendent 
Task Force to address social-emotional issues, character 

education and digital citizenship. These efforts, called “Heart 
of Heights,” include a rich curriculum, student advisory 
classes, numerous activities and events such as parent 
symposiums, book studies, visiting authors and student 
campaigns for kindness. We know there is much work to do 
in these areas but I am encouraged by the efforts of our staff 
and community.

HEIGHTS BUSINESS INCUBATOR: We have kicked off the 
recruitment for area business leaders to partner with our 

high school students in our new incubator 
program. This program will be very similar to 
an MBA program where students will learn 
the basics of business while taking an idea 
for a product through development, testing, 
piloting, marketing, and eventually make a 
pitch to investors. This exciting new program 
will officially launch for students next fall and 
will be yet another signature program where 
students can do authentic and relevant learning 
that will inspire them to discover and follow 
their passions. It will also be a launch pad for 
future business leaders and entrepreneurs.

THE BEST SMALL DISTRICT IN TEXAS: The results of 
all of this important work lead to the district to be named 
as the Best Small School District in Texas by the 
HEB Excellence in Education Awards in 2017. The selection 
committee recognized AHISD for “innovation,” reflection 

and continuous improvement. Those 
three points describe perfectly the 
imperfect work we do. Our schools are 
made up of passionate educators who 
care deeply about our children and our 
community. With the leadership of our 
incredible Board of Trustees, we are 
committed to being the most innovative, 
most reflective school in the nation that 
continuously strives to improve every day. 
Thank you for your support of this 
incredible journey!

A Note from Dr. Kevin Brown, 
Superintendent of Schools
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At AHISD, students are at the center 
of every decision. Our goal is to 
prepare our students for the future 
and create a learning experience 
where each student can thrive. 
In a world that is ever evolving 
and advancing, AHISD hopes to 
accord its students with the skills 
necessary for a successful and 
balanced life.

The AHISD Profile of a Learner 
depicts all that we, as a district, 
embody. This document provides 
teachers with a roadmap for creating 
learning experiences for students with 
the hope that ultimately, each student can 
feel they have bloomed into an individual ready 
for his or her personal future. 

With the district in it’s second year of the “responsible roll 
out,” we have 78 Engaged Classrooms across the district. 
These new environments are learner centered workplaces 
with a collaborative culture where students are at work. 
These classrooms are also about communication, creativity, 
digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem-solving with the 
Profile of a Learner as the driving force.

As a district, we understand that ongoing support for our 
teachers is key to making these classrooms a success. Each 
teacher works alongside an instructional coach to design 
work that is aligned with best practices in teaching, future 
ready skills and the AHISD Profile of Learner. The Engaged 

Evolution of a Learning 
Organization

Classroom teachers focus on 
creating learning experiences 
through the use of the Blueprint 
for Learning framework. This 
blueprint allows teachers to be 

intentional about considering all the 
aspects of the Profile a Learner.

As societal changes occur in the 
workplace there is a need for a change 

in the physical learning environment within 
the schools. The classrooms have changed from 

a static space into dynamic learning environments. Each 
room contains flexible furniture. Tables that can be written 
on, chairs that rock and roll, tables that raise for stand up 
learning, soft seating; all of which supports healthy movement 
and collaborative learning. Students can move the furniture 
easily to create configurations for individual work, small-
group work, large-group work, lectures, presentations and 
breakouts, all configuration types seen in the workplace. 
These redesigned classrooms focus on student centered 
learning which empowers students and makes students active 
participants in the learning process. Creating these flexible 
learning environments meets students’ individual needs. 
The flexibility of the furniture allows for movement in a way 
that increases cognitive function. These spaces impact how 
students learn, interact, and work to transform the entire 
classroom experience.

Each classroom has access to technology for “each one 
every day” The device is a tool to be used when needed 
and provides the opportunity for students to co-create, 
communicate and connect with outside experts and other 
learners beyond the four walls of the classroom. With the 
use of these devices, comes the importance of teaching our 
students to use technology safely, ethically, and responsibly. 
It’s about students using technology to achieve goals in a way 
that was not possible before. 

With the Profile of a Learner as our roadmap, our district 
is committed to preparing our students to become active, 
successful, and contributing members of society.
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AT THE HEART OF HEIGHTS

Our Students

At the Heart of Heights…Our Students

PROFILE: ABBY GRAY
Abby Gray is the most decorated cross-country runner in Alamo 
Heights High School history. While a student, Abby earned 
numerous accolades for her athletic and academic ability. 

Abby earned trips to state every year of her high school 
career bringing home numerous accolades: 2016 Texas Cross 
Country State Champion, four-time Texas Track and Field 
State Champion in the 1600m and the 3200m. Abby ran 
beyond the boundaries of the state line as a two-time Foot 
Locker and Nike Cross Nationals qualifier. Abby was named 
an All-American in 2015 and in her senior year, was named 
the 2016 Gatorade/USA Today Runner of the Year in cross-
country for the state of Texas. The award recognizes both 
athletic and academic performance, as well as character and 
off-the-field achievements. This award is a true testament to 
her work ethic and character. Abby signed with the University 
of Arkansas and is now running as a Razorback.  

“My Alamo Heights education fully prepared me for life 
after high school. Alamo Heights holds its students to a 
high academic standard, which molded me to work hard, 
stay organized, and always meet deadlines, all of which are 
important skills for life,” shared Gray. “My teachers cared 
about my success outside of the classroom, as much as they 
did my success in the classroom.”

Abby’s advice? “The most important piece of advice I could 
give to a freshman entering AHHS would be to always live in 
the moment. Your time at AHHS will fly by, so take advantage 
of the amazing opportunities this school has to offer, work 
hard, have fun and always stay positive! Oh and one more 
thing, join the Cross Country and Track team, it’s such a blast 
and Coach Ricketts is the best Coach you will ever have!” 

Brian has learned to embrace every opportunity! Pictured 
here with Olympic swimmer and record holder for most gold 
medals, Michael Phelps, Brian met Phelps when he came to 
San Antonio to compete in an Olympic trial event at the newly 
opened Northside ISD Natatorium.

PROFILE: BRIAN YANCELSON
Brian Yancelson was in Junior School when he became a 
Sports Illustrated Kids Reporter. Sharing his writing talents 
nationally, Yancelson wrote stories featuring Cal Ripken, the 
San Antonio Spurs, San Antonio Mayor Ivy Taylor and more. 
His passion for writing continues as he hones his skill during 
his high school years.

“At Alamo Heights I feel as though I have access to everything 
I need to succeed. We have unique classes open for many 
interests, there’s technology available all the time, whether it’s 
through engaged classrooms or the library, and we have great 
access to college preparation through AP classes, college fairs 
and the college center. If we need something, all we really 
have to do is ask or look for it.” 

“I feel like I’m definitely prepared for life after high school 
thanks to Alamo Heights. My teachers and AP classes 
have taught me what to expect in college level classes. My 
newspaper or broadcasting electives have provided life skills I 
know will help me in the future and in my career.”   

Brian’s advice to future Mules: “Don’t be afraid to 
do things you never thought you would do. I’ve learned 
throughout high school that this is a perfect time to test what 
you like. There’s no risk to taking new electives, as you might 
discover something you love. Find a good balance so that you 
have fun at school! Each person has a unique path in high 
school, and there’s something for everybody, so make sure to 
follow your own arrow.”
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STUDENT ACADEMIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

JOURNALISM STATE CHAMPION: AHHS’s Carrie Mullins 
won first place in Headline Writing and was named State 
Champion. This is the first UIL Journalism State Champion in 
school history! The Journalism Team finished 5th in the state, 
with the help of Mullins and Sarah McFarland, who finished 
in the top 12 in the state in Editorial Writing!

SPEECH & DEBATE: The Speech and Debate team headed 
to state for the first time in over 10 years! James Pfirrmann 
brought home the bronze medal in LD Debate and Estrella 
Hernandez was ranked in the top 12 in Informative Speaking.

AWARD WINNING JROTC: The JROTC team won an 8th 
National Championship in drill team and took home awards 
in cyber security as well.
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Seek Knowledge 
& Understanding

At the Heart of Heights…Our Students

ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL 

THE DUKE UNIVERSITY TALENT IDENTIFICATION 
PROGRAM : (DUKE TIP) is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to serving academically gifted and talented 
youth. The honorees include: GRAND RECOGNITION: 
Catherine Zarr; STATE RECOGNITION: Jackson Bubel, 
Victor Falvo, Andrew Holzbach, Olivia Humphries, 
Logan Iruegas, Richmond Lagueux, Emma Lippert, 
Kingston Lord, Carson Ray, Daniel Robelo, Pearl 
Wilson, and Gavin Wiltshire. 

ROCKETRY PROGRAM: SystemsGo awarded the Alamo 
Heights High School Rocketry program with the DIAMOND 
GODDARD AWARD for the second consecutive year. AHHS 
students earned the honor after developing rockets capable 
of carrying a 35 lb. payload to 100,000 feet. The students 
actually collaborated with universities and NASA officials, 
culminating the project by launching their rockets at White 
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico in the summer.
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Engage Socially  
& Globally

PROFILE: ELLA BEHNKE
BEHNKE NAMED NATIONAL SOTY 
FUNDING A CURE

Alamo Heights’ student Ella Behnke is making 
history as the winner of The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society’s (LLS) national title “Student of 
the Year.” Ella raised more than $334,768 for LLS to 
invest in cancer cures with an intense seven-week fundraising 
campaign involving everything from a very active campaign 
team, social media activations to visiting cancer patients at the 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio. 

Ella knows firsthand about battling cancer — she was 
diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoblastic lymphoma at the 
age of two. This made her victory even sweeter; “I’m honored 
to be able to have an impact for others who are still fighting 
this disease. I want to help find a cure, I believe I can make a 
change, I believe I will make a change,” said Ella.

To help spread awareness, Ella, with support from her campaign 
manager and twin sister Berkley, visited young cancer patients 
in the hospital and shared their courageous stories on her 
fundraising page.

Ella is so grateful for her Campaign Team. They helped 
fundraise tremendously for her. Working as a squad, they used 
their social media expertise to launch a fundraising page on 

Facebook, “Open Your Heart with Ella,” where Ella unveiled 
several fundraising activities including:

•    A “sold out” fundraiser comprised of prizes put together by 
her campaign leaders and families

•   “Shop for a Cause,” an exclusive eating and shopping event 
at local shops, including Penny Lane, Baker Tatum, and 
Meadow Boutique

•   “Crush for LLS,” a baseball fundraiser held at the Gaylord 
Fenley baseball tournament, where $25 was donated every 

time an Alamo Heights player hit the ball

•   “LLS Cheer Challenge,” a social media campaign 
where local supporters posted videos in various 
cheering routines, and using the hashtag, 
#LLScheerchallenge

•   The David Clark & David Dikin fundraising 
event benefiting LLS

In the campaign’s inaugural year, this innovative 
take on peer-to-peer fundraising conceived by LLS, 

the world’s largest non-profit dedicated to fighting 
blood cancers, mobilized more than 400 motivated high 

school students across the country who raised an astounding 
total of $6 million for LLS’s cutting-edge cancer research and 
patient services.

Candidates for Students of the Year sign up for a fierce seven-
week fundraising competition, for which they appeal to family 
and friends to raise critical funds, which LLS deploys to advance 
breakthrough treatments and to support the more than 1.3 
million blood cancer patients in the U.S. The candidates/teams 
who raisethe most money at the end of the competition earns 
the title Student(s) of the Year. Top local fundraisers become 
eligible to win the national title.

“We’re extremely proud that the national Student of the Year 
winner is from San Antonio, Texas,” explained Clarissa Flores, 
LLS Executive Director. “Ella, her teammates and supporters are 
all helping LLS work towards its goal of a world without blood 
cancer.”

Special thanks to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society for contributing 
this story.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS



AHISD View Book                                                     tweet:  Alamo Heights ISD @AHISD

RUN, WALK, OR ROLL INTO INCLUSION 5K:

AHHS’s Project Unify hosted their first ever “Run, Walk, or 
Roll Into Inclusion 5k.” The 5k was held to promote inclusion 
within the Alamo Heights community, and to raise funds 
for a unified track team. Funds raised will also go towards 
making the 5k an annual tradition at Alamo Heights. The 
race boasted over 200 registrations and over 50 volunteers. 
The race was made possible with the help of the Alamo 
Heights School Foundation and the Caroline Gose Fund, 
Special Olympics, and numerous other donors. The 5k was a 
huge success and an amazing time for all that attended.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Communicate 
& Collaborate

CAMBRIDGE & WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

DI TAKES ON THE WORLD: AHISD Destination Imagination 
(DI) teams from Woodridge, Cambridge and Alamo 
Heights Junior School traveled to Knoxville, Tennessee to 
take on the world at the Destination Imagination Globals 
in late May. Each of the teams earned the top position at 
the state level tournaments to punch their tickets to the 
global event.

Marlene pictured before the 4,000+-mile bike ride from 
Texas to Alaska to raise funds for cancer research and 
support programs.

PROFILE: MARLENE RENZ
NORTH TO ALASKA 
AHHS, UT ALUMNI BIKED FOR CANCER RESEARCH

Fresh from her walk across the stage at her graduation from 
the University of Texas, Marlene Renz biked 4000+ miles on 
a journey that took her from Austin, Texas to Anchorage, 
Alaska. A 2013 graduate of Alamo Heights High School and 
UT Austin Forty Acres Scholar who just graduated with a 
B.A. in History and English, Renz embarked on the journey 
of a lifetime. A member of the Texas 4000, Renz worked 
alongside 70 of her team members to cultivate student 
leaders and engage communities in the fight against 
cancer. “We share hope, knowledge, and charity through 
volunteering, grant-making, and our cornerstone event, a 
4,000+ mile bike ride from Texas to Alaska,” shared Renz. 
“As a 2017 Texas 4000 rider, I spent my summer biking 
from Austin to Anchorage. The 70 of us on the team, all 
students or recent graduates from the University of Texas 
at Austin, spent 70 days on this journey, with18 months 
training at least 2,000 miles, fundraising for cancer research 
and support programs, and volunteering in our community.” 
Renz and her team departed on June 3. Read more at:

http://www.texas4000.org/rider/2017/sierra/marlene-renz/.
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Employ Skills for Life

included. “It’s worth the effort of filling out all of the 
paperwork for these agencies. 

Another source of support for Ben was David Sanders, 
LSSP for the High School. David was steadfast in testing 
Ben, finding out as much information as he could from 
the Sehlke family, and helping Ben integrate into Alamo 
Heights. David Sander’s assessment of Ben was very 
thorough and impressive. “The truth is that a PhD in 
psychology in Austin who reads many, many neuro-
psych examinations said David Sander’s assessment was 
one of the best from a public school she’s ever read,” 
shared Rena.

After Ben started school in Alamo Heights, Rena 
began to receive emails from Tracy Maxwell, the district Parent 
Liaison. Because of the information she provided, Rena learned 
about summer camps through Eva’s Heroes, Region 20 parent 
meetings, talks given by The ARC, as well as sessions Alamo 
Heights has hosted.  

Ben is now in his first year of Connects, the transition program 
through AHISD. VIA Trans picks him up every morning, and he 
meets up with several other students and an Alamo Heights job 
coach at one of the job sites where they volunteer. Currently, 
Ben is going to Walgreens and T.J. Maxx to learn work related 
skills. Afterwards, the students have been going to the 
University of Incarnate Word (UIW) where they eat lunch and 
exercise at the UIW facilities.  

Since Ben is not at the high school anymore, Rena has added 
some extracurricular activities to his days. He is practicing on a 
Special Olympics sports team called Best Friends. Mary Hillis told 
her who to call and where to find the organization.  

Another activity where Ben has found fulfillment has been 
volunteering on Saturdays at an equine therapy program in 
Schertz called Equessense. Ben walks alongside a horse, and 
holds lightly to the back of one of the riders, a child with special 
needs. He has learned to lead and brush the horses, and has 
riding opportunities as well. Rena and Ben found out about 
this program through DARS  (Department of Assistive and 
Rehabilitative Services), now a part of the Texas Workforce 
Commission, an organization the high school teachers 
suggested we contact.  

Rena shared her reflections, “In writing out this list of 
extracurricular activities and organizations to support Ben’s 
personal life, I’m aware that we haven’t done it alone. In our 
case, Alamo Heights has been our community, and I’ve been 
grateful that they’ve helped us navigate our efforts.”

Special thanks to Tracy Maxwell for contributing this story.

Classmates Annie Blake, Alamo Heights High School Peer 
Tutor Abby Kirby, Austin Morante, Roman Urbano, Ben 
Sehlke and Piper Medley.

PROFILE: BEN SEHLKE
When the Sehlke family moved from Austin almost four years 
ago, Ben, their middle son, was 15 years old. He was enrolled 
in a small school with a lead teacher and six students. He 
was active in his youth group and had found a welcoming 
community. Since Ben had speech, language and learning 
delays and had been diagnosed with mild CP (Cerebral Palsy), 
his parents Rena and Byron were especially in tune with what 
life would be like for him in their new city of San Antonio. 

From the outset, the Sehlke family received a warm welcome 
from administrators and staff at Alamo Heights. The High 
School principal walked the halls with them three times before 
they made a decision to enroll Ben. 

Coming to this new environment brought gifts they did not 
expect. Ben did remarkably well transitioning from a virtual 
one-room schoolhouse to a school with over 1,500 students. 
In Ben’s three years on the high school campus, he made good 
friends in his Life class, really enjoyed being around the peer 
tutors, and joined the choir under Angus McLeod’s generous 
welcome. Rena shared, “I still will never forget being in the 
auditorium for the Spring Choir show Ben’s first year. I expected 
a small sighting of Ben somewhere on the stage. Instead, he 
came out during the country and western song, clad in overalls 
and hat, swinging a partner around, in the front of the stage. 
After years of speech and OT and PT, watching him dance and 
sing made my heart do the same.”

In Ben’s first ARD, Mary Hillis, Connects Coordinator, handed 
Rena a “Parent To Do List” with about 6 issues to address, 
from getting a Texas ID to calling to get on the Medicaid waver 
lists. Every organization, along with every phone number, was 
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Think Critically  
& Creatively

ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

UIL REGIONAL SOLO & ENSEMBLE COMPETITION: Every 
solo and ensemble entered received a first division award.

UIL STATE SOLO & ENSEMBLE COMPETITION:  The 
following singers received a first division on their solo: Olivia 
Eguia, Presley Weber, Sarah Hernandez, Eric Anderson 
and Audrey Nicholson. The following singers received a 
first division on their ensemble: Sarah Hernandez, Audrey 
Garcia, Chloe Mohr, Bella O’Brien, Carley Gaedke, 
Morgan McGinnis, Austin Butts, Noe Villanueva, Eric 
Anderson, and Felix Alicea.

TMEA – THE FOLLOWING SINGERS PLACED IN ONE OF 
THE TMEA ALL REGION HONOR CHOIRS:

Honor Choir: Diego Cruz, Isabella Garza, Griffin Hall, 
Grayson Harnisch, Heidi Hill, Katie Kaufmann and 
Hudson Kay.

Treble Choir: Raquel Alicea, Lilly Gnam and Ariana 
Rodriguez. 

Mixed Choir:  Travis Butts, Olivia Eguia, Audrey 
Nicholson and Noe Villanueva.

UIL Choir Concert and Sight Reading: Chorale earned the 
coveted Sweepstakes Award.

STUDENT FINE ARTS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

MUSIC MAN: Alamo Heights High School orchestra, choir, 
theater, technical theater and dance students joined forces to 
produce and perform the infamous musical, “Music Man.” 
United in talent, the cast and crew endeared audiences with 
their colorful sets, lighting and costumes, musical talents and 
performances, lively dance numbers and overall theatrical 
performance, showcasing the collaborative efforts behind 
the “Man.” 

ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR 
SCHOOL

SA300 ASKS AHJS TO 
CREATE ART HISTORY: 
The San Antonio River 
Foundation commissioned 
renowned artist, Margarita 
Cabrera, to work with a 
handful of area schools 
and community members 

to create the Arbol de la Vida: Voces de la Tierra, which will 
be permanently placed at Mission Espada. The structure will 
be in the form of a tree and stand 40 feet tall and 80 feet 
wide. “The Tree of Life is about the strength of a tree. It’s a 
storytelling instrument, but also symbolic of our San Antonio 
roots,” says Cabrera

While meeting strict deadlines and following certain guidelines 
and specifications, students in Casey Fallis’ art classes created 
sculptures representing their family history in San Antonio. 
“This has been a really relevant learning opportunity for the 
students, especially the ones wanting to become artists in the 
future,” says Mr. Fallis.

Within the four-week art project, students created 131 
personal sculptures that have since been transported to a 
facility to ‘fire the clay’ and other finalizing steps. The San 
Antonio River Foundation will host an event to unveil the 
Arbol de la Vida: Voces de la Tierra in late Spring 2018, which 
will coincide with San Antonio’s Tri-centennial celebration.

ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR 
SCHOOL

FAME AWARDS: Eleanor 
Anderson and Sarah Hernandez 
performed Rachel Platten’s “Better 
Place” in the 2nd Annual FAME 
Awards. The girls earned 3rd Place 
honors and a check for $250 for 
their school, after competing in the 
Vocal Category. The girls were under 

the direction of Angus McLeod and Rachel Skarke Holliday.
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TENNIS: Fiona Crawley 
earned the Silver Medal 
in the prestigious Orange 
Bowl International Tennis 
Championships in Florida, 
making her the #2, 16-year 
old in the world!

The Alamo Heights High 
School Tennis Team 
competed at the UIL 5A State Tennis Tournament. Brittney 
Wilbur and Fiona Crawley took the gold at state in Girls 
Doubles and Campbell Erwin won the gold at state in Boys 
Singles. Wilbur and Erwin both earned the San Antonio 
Express-News All-Area Tennis Player of the Year award in 
their respective categories..

ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

CHEER GRABS 2ND STATE TITLE: The AHHS cheerleaders 
walked away from the state competition with their second 
consecutive gold medal and first place trophy! As State 
Champions, the girls earned the prestigious championship 
ring, a second ring for many on the squad. The squad is 
coached by Ashley Johnson.

STUDENT ATHLETICS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Develop a Healthy 
Sense of Self

SWIMMING & DIVING: Ellery Parish, was named recipient 
of the 2017 TISCA Theron Pickle Award! This annual award 
is the highest award bestowed by TISCA and includes a 
$1000 scholarship. Ellery is currently swimming for Rice.

The AHHS Girls Swimming and Diving Team earned the silver 
medal during the State Championships!

Coach Donald Walker was named the Girls State Diving 
Coach of the Year.

TRACK & FIELD: Tyler McGinnis placed 5th at state, in an 
AHHS school record time of 9:25.

Melanie Peters, AHHS’s 
first Wheelchair Athlete, 
earned 5th in the100-
meter and 5th in Shot 
Put at her first-ever state 
meet. See her story: 
YouTube Channel - 
Alamo Heights Mules.

SOCCER: Girls completed the season with an overall record of 
17-4-3, earning the title of Regional Semi-Final Champions.
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SPURS DANCE TEAM : The Spurs Dance Team took 
the top honors at state in showmanship, choreography, 
technique, precision and entertainment. Led by Dance 
Teacher and Sponsor, Jessica Marie Sanchez, the girls 
share their outstanding talents in Hip Hop, Clog, Pom and 
Open categories, earning awards and accolades both locally, 
at the state level and nationally through the prestigious 
Showmakers of America competitions.

STUDENT ATHLETICS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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GOLF: Mac Meissner battled it out during the state golf 
tournament, amidst storms that eventually stopped the 
round. Meissner tied for first in the UIL Class 5A state 
tourney. He was also named the San Antonio Express-News 
Boys Golf Player of the Year. 

The AHHS Boys Golf Team earned 4th place at the state 
tourney, with team members Sam Berryman, Jack 
Callahan and Mac Meissner all named to the Texas High 
School Coaches Association, in conjunction with the Texas 
Army National Guard, Elite Academic All-State Team. The 
team is lead by Coach Danny Hayes. 

Forrest Whitley signs with the Houston Astros, the #17, first-
round pick in the Major League Baseball draft in June 2016.

PROFILE: FORREST WHITLEY
Alamo Heights High School’s varsity baseball team competed 
in the Region 4, 5-A State Finals in June 2016, earning the 
silver medal in their first-ever state playoff appearance.

Just one-day prior, in another school history-making moment, 
Pitcher Forrest Whitley learned he was the first round, #17 
pick for the Houston Astros, in the Major League Baseball 
draft.  

A year earlier, Whitley earned a spot on the USA National Team 
and the opportunity to play in the Baseball World Cup, sharing 
his talents as a pitcher to help his team win the gold medal.

AHHS Head Varsity Baseball Coach Jason Thompson shares, 
“You could see the transformation in Forrest happening 
during his junior year. You could actually see him going from 
“I know I’m a good player” to “I am going to be one of 
the top players in the world.” From there, he expanded and 
developed his weight room, throwing, and recovery routines, 
he began to regulate his diet, and he became one of the most 
mentally strong young men I have ever been around.  It was 
unbelievable to watch.”

Whitley, called Houston’s top position player and pitching 
prospect, was named the organization’s Minor League Player 
and Pitcher of the Year in 2017. Whitley currently plays for the 
Corpus Christi Hooks.
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DANA BASHARA
RECIPIENT OF THE SAN ANTONIO 
BUSINESS JOURNAL’S WOMEN’S 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Each year, the San Antonio Business 
Journal recognizes women who 
are leaders in their fields and in the 
community, what many would call 
agents of positive change. These women 
care about the community’s success as 
much as their individual professional success, 
and along the way they mentor and inspire others 
to follow in their footsteps.

Dana’s “official” role in Alamo Heights ISD is Assistant 
Superintendent for Elementary Education in which she is 
responsible for every aspect of our elementary schools. Dana’s 
influence transcends her “role” as the person in charge of 
our elementary schools. 

“Dana is known as the person who pushes us to think and 
act beyond the boundaries of our existing organization. 
She is thoughtful and wise, but she also continues to push 
all of us to consider new ways to improve our services to 
children. Our organization does not have silos; leadership 
in our organization is flat, and a big part of that are leaders 
like Dana, who transcends her 
“official” role and instead occupies 
a role of moral and action-
oriented leader to serve children,” 
shared Dr. Frank Alfaro, Assistant 
Superintendent for Secondary 
Curriculum and Instruction.

Dana is out on campuses every day, walking into classrooms 
to observe instruction, learning from the many tools teachers 
use, offering assistance and direction as needed. Most of 
the time, you will see her sitting beside a child working 
through a lesson with them, or engaging a small group in 
conversation about something they are working on, sitting 
right beside them on the floor, working, some might say, at 
the grass-roots, to build relationships with students. It’s these 
relationships that help students feel valued, inspire them to 
do more, build their love for their school. These relationships 
drive student success, which drives district success. Students 
who have positive relationships with their educators grow 

to become parents who return to these 
same schools, expecting that same 
quality experience for their children. 

“She is generous with her gifts and 
talents, because she sincerely wants to 

build up others to make an impact in 
our schools.  She is steadfast in decision-

making, radiates confidence and strength, 
and is always willing to lend an ear and go 

beyond herself to help others succeed,” shared 
Gabby Joseph, Assistant Principal.

Dana has inspired and educated countless volunteers to 
generously give their time and talents to improving our 
community. She has brought her skills as an educator to her 
volunteer work, patiently guiding others through working 
with children, teenagers, the homeless, and our animal 
friends at SNIPSA. Her ability to organize and motivate others 
has a lasting effect on our school district community and the 
surrounding region.

When asked to describe her favorite volunteer memory, 
Dana described one special Super Bowl evening. Not many 
volunteers signed up to serve food at Haven for Hope on 
Super Bowl Sunday. Dana saw a need, and turned a problem 

into an opportunity. She 
knew that serving with her 
daughters would not only 
help meet a basic need of the 
members and guests of Haven 
for Hope, but also that this 
was an authentic opportunity 
to cultivate empathy and a 

commitment to service now and in the future. Dana speaks 
passionately about volunteering as a family. She says the 
combination of youthful energy, adult experience, and 
different life perspective always results in a positive experience 
and greater family cohesion. 

“Dana is an amazing role model of volunteerism and service 
who demonstrates that acts of courage, commitment, 
passion, and duty are evident every day in our community,” 
shared Dr. Jimmie Walker, Elementary Academic Dean.

Special thanks to Dr. Jimmie Walker, Gabby Joseph and Dr. Frank 
Alfaro for contributing to this Profile.

“(Dr Bashara) is generous with her 
gifts and talents, because she sincerely 
wants to build up others to make an 
impact in our schools.” – Gabby Joseph, 

Assistant Principal, Alamo Heights Junior School
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hearts are enlightened by these stories. Sometimes we laugh. 
Sometimes our hearts are broken.”

Alma shares, “After my father died, I helped my mother go 
through some of his personal effects. During this emotionally 
difficult process, my mother and I came across something 

ALMA GONZALES
HEB HONORS GONZALES  
AS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT FINALIST

In Room 507 at Woodridge Elementary, students are 
connected. They are connected to learning. They are 
connected to each other. They are connected to their teacher, 
Ms. Alma Gonzales.

“Relationships. They matter. I believe that the ability to 
develop respectful relationships with students is probably 
the greatest quality a teacher can possess. In fact, research 
indicates that positive relationships, especially in the 
elementary school years, allow students to feel safe and 
secure in the school setting,” shares Gonzales. “We teachers 
possess the unique opportunity to support students’ social, 
emotional, and academic development.”

“Students inherently ‘get’ sincerity. Inevitably, sincerity leads 
students to want to share their stories. I am delighted when 
these stories intertwine with our learning. Sometimes, our 

Teaching is essential because of what is at stake: progress, 
enlightenment, and, ultimately, the highest iteration of 
humanity. We, in many way, are architects of possibility.”

ERIC CRUZ
AHISD TEACHER OF THE YEAR

“If you were to come to Alamo Heights High School you 
might not notice Eric at first. He is quiet and reserved, works 
diligently and often flies under the radar. But ask students, 
and Eric is their world. He makes literature and poetry come 
alive. You can often find his classroom filled with current and 
former students at lunch who crave time with him to sit and 
discuss life, literature and issues in the world of teenagers,” 
says Dr. Cordell Jones, Principal of Alamo Heights High 
School. “He tells me all the time that his goal is to be the 
best teacher he can be because his students deserve nothing 
less. Though quiet, this commitment to improvement is 
contagious across his department and the campus. He is 
a quiet leader, but a vital leader, nonetheless. The type of 
leader that, as principal, I realize helps move a campus from 
good to great.”

“My time as a teacher has taught me many invaluable 
lessons,” shares Eric Cruz. “I have learned that my profession 
is one that requires a level of investment and selflessness; 
it requires courage and diligence; it requires perspective 
beyond the boundaries beyond my immediate horizons. 
My hope for fellow teachers, students, and parents would 
be this: use the profession of teaching and the vehicle of 
education as a way to create within yourself and others a 
more beautiful reality.”

“As teachers, what we do is not a job. It is a calling. Teaching 
is a way of celebrating every positive experience life gives; it 
can address any areas of injustice, oppression, or hopelessness. 

CRUZ IN VEHICLE FOR ALL SEASONS

Principle Auto, an auto dealership management group 
headquartered in San Antonio, has teamed up with Alamo 
Heights Independent School District to award the second 
annual Teacher of the Year, Eric Cruz, with a “Vehicle 4 All 
Seasons”.

“Our purpose here at Principle Auto is to be a trusted, caring 
friend helping people move through life in a sustainable way. 
We know that is what these teachers do everyday, and feel it is 
necessary to reward these amazing men and women for their 
exceptional care in helping students with their journey through 
life,” shared Abigail Kampmann, CEO of Principle Auto.

Cruz will receive car keys to four different Principle Auto vehicles 
throughout the year – 1 BMW, 1 Volvo, 1 FIAT and 1 MINI.
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grade student “life” in a safe environment. Her 
students feel connected and safe. She does an 
exceptional job of getting to know each one 
of her students and their families. The strong 
relationship she shares with each student helps 
to maximize their learning and their sense 
of security to give their best even when it is 
difficult,“ shared Needham. “Teachers like 
Heather Smith deserve to be honored for their 
selflessness – something that she gives each day 
to make every child’s day better.”

See Smith in action on the KENS 5 website by 
searching the ExCEL Award.  

Special thanks to Jana Needham for 
contributing this Profile.

HEATHER SMITH
EXCEL AWARD RECIPIENT

Credit Human and KENS 5 continue their commitment to 
education by honoring local public school teachers for their 
innovative practices and the differences they’re making in 
the classroom and beyond. Since 1999, the EXCEL Award 
program has done just that. 

Alamo Heights ISD and Cambridge Elementary 4th Grade 
Teacher Heather Smith earned the honor for her innovative 
work in the Engaged Classroom. 

“Heather was selected by the district to be a 
trailblazer for our district’s Engaged Classroom 
initiative. As an Engaged Classroom teacher, 
Heather provides a genuine student-centered 
learning environment for her students. Under 
her guidance she curates, researches and 
designs learning based on the interest and 
readiness levels of the students in her class. 
Technology is seamlessly integrated on a daily 
basis with the use a variety of tech applications 
and learning platforms. Her students take 
charge of their learning in interesting and 
relevant lessons such as student led goal setting 
and climbing the Writing Summit,” 
shared Cambridge Principal Jana 
Needham.

“Daily check-ins and class meetings 
are a norm in her classroom. 
During this time, students have 
the opportunity to discuss fourth 

“Heather Smith deserves to be 
honored for her selflessness – 

something that she gives each day 
to make every child’s day better.” 

– Jana Needham, Principal, 
Cambridge Elementary

“Relationships. They matter. I believe 
that the ability to develop respectful 
relationships with students is probably 
the greatest quality a teacher can 
possess.” – Alma Gonzales

beautifully poignant. Tucked behind old photos, we found a 
letter that was written by two of my father’s former students 
years after they had graduated from high school. I still 
remember reading these words, “Maybe being in your class 
didn’t change the world, but it sure made our little corner of the 
world a better place,” she added. “They said that through his 
listening to their stories, he showed them how much he cared, 
and that they were inspired to be better human beings.”

“I keep one of those photos in my classroom. In it, my father 
is standing in front of his class, his hand on a globe. It is 
my compelling story, the one that reminds me that before 
I can even hope to teach content, I must cultivate sincere 
relationships with and for my students.”

The photo (left) speaks volumes to the relationships that 
Alma is growing and cultivating every day. Her compelling 
story, and a lifetime of achievement, serve her father and her 
students honorably.

The HEB Excellence in Education Awards named Alma Gonzales 
a state finalist for the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2017.
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Howard Early Childhood Center
7800 BROADWAY, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 
PHONE: 210-832-5900   |   FAX: 210-832-5898
Class Times: 7:50 AM – 3:00 PM
Serves:  367 students in Pre-Kinder to Kindergarten.
The Howard Early Childhood Program is founded upon the respect for and understanding of the developmental needs of the children served. The purpose of our 
program is to provide opportunities for each child 
to experience the joy of learning and to develop 
intellectually, physically, socially, and emotionally.
Principal: Susan Peery

Features:
Spanish Immersion/Dual Language
Fine Arts
Physical Education
Library
Book Fair, Literacy on the Lawn, Race to Read
HEB Classroom
Character Education
Service Learning
After School Enrichment
Summer at Heights
Howard Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)
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Cambridge Elementary School

1001 TOWNSEND AVE., SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 

PHONE: 210-822-3611   |   FAX: 210-832-5840

Class Times: 8:20 AM – 3:30 PM

Serves: 814 students in First through Fifth Grades.

Cambridge Elementary is committed to putting students 

first, by addressing the “whole” child (academic, social, 

emotional, and physical). We will work to create the 

ultimate learning environment, by building school-wide 

relationships with children and parents. We will endeavor 

to create the ultimate working environment, by validating 

staff accomplishments and providing opportunities for 

collaboration and continued professional growth. We will 

strive to improve our communication, by increasing access 

to school information.

Built in 1912, the Cambridge campus is the Alamo 

Heights Independent School District’s most historic. 

Cambridge serves students from the city of Alamo 

Heights, Olmos Park and a portion of North San Antonio 

west of Broadway.

Principal: Jana Needham

Features:

Spanish Immersion/Dual Language

Fine Arts

Strings

Physical Education

Library

Book Fair

Character Education

Service Learning

After School Enrichment

Summer at Heights

Cambridge Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)

Friends of Strings

Clubs and Organizations:

Afterschool Enhancement Classes 

Chess Club

Girls on the Run

YMCA Afterschool Program  
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Woodridge Elementary School
100 WOODRIDGE STREET, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 PHONE: 210-826-8021   |   FAX: 210-832-5871
Class Times: 8:20 AM – 3:30 PM
Serves: 928 students in First through Fifth Grades.
Woodridge Elementary is committed to putting students first, by addressing the “whole” child (academic, social, emotional, and physical). We will work to create the 
ultimate learning environment, by building school-wide relationships with children and parents. We will endeavor to create the ultimate working environment, by validating staff accomplishments and providing opportunities for collaboration and continued professional growth. We will strive to improve our communication, by increasing access to school information.

Principal: Gerrie Spellmann

Features:
Spanish Immersion/Dual Language
Fine Arts
Strings
Physical Education
Library
Book Fair
Character Education
Service Learning
After School Enrichment
Summer at Heights
Cambridge Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)
Friends of Strings
Woodridge Dads Club

Clubs and Organizations:
Art

Creative Writing
Maps, Charts, and Graphs
Number Sense
Oral Reading
Ready Writing
Storytelling
Music Memory
Lego Club
Ritmo

Singers
Girls on the Run
Guitar Club 
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Alamo Heights Junior School

7607 N. NEW BRAUNFELS, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 

PHONE: 210-824-3231  |   FAX: 210-832-5825

Class Times: 8:45 AM – 4:00 PM

Serves: 1,103 students in Sixth through Eighth Grades.

The Alamo Heights Junior School provides academic 

excellence by actively engaging all students 

in a personally challenging curriculum that is 

developmentally responsive and socially equitable.

Principal: Laura Ancira

Features:

Spanish Immersion/Dual Language

Gifted & Talented 

Fine Arts

Physical Education

Library

Book Fair

Character Education

Service Learning

After School Enrichment

Summer at Heights

AlHJS Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)

Friends of Strings

Alamo Heights Junior School provides opportunities 

for academic excellence for all students, supporting 

education through a variety of competitions and extra-

curricular and co-curricular activities that reinforce 

classroom instruction. 

Clubs and Organizations:

Texas State Junior Classical League 

Destination Imagination 

National Latin Exam

Duke Talent Identification Program

Band, Strings, Choir 

Academic Clubs

Sports/Athletics 

... and more
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Alamo Heights High School

6900 BROADWAY, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 

PHONE: 210-820-8850   |   FAX: 210-832-5777 

Class Times: 8:45 AM – 4:00 PM

Serves: 1,576 students in Ninth through Twelfth Grades.

Alamo Heights High School is known for its excellence 

as a college preparatory high school where students 

benefit from a challenging educational program and a 

wide array of extra-curricular opportunities.

Principal: Dr. Cordell Jones

Features:

Spanish Immersion/Dual Language

Advanced Placement

Gifted & Talented 

Fine Arts

Physical Education/Sports/Athletics

Library

Character Education

Service Learning

AHHS Parent/Teacher/Student Organization (PTSO)

Friends of Strings

Choir, Band & Theater Boosters

Mule Pushers

Mule Team

Clubs and Organizations:

Academic Decathlon

National Art Honor Society

International Thespian Society/Theater Club

French Club

Future Business Leaders of America

Hoofprint

Jabberwocky

Junior Statesman of America

Latin Club

LIFE/Peer Tutors

... and more
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TECHNOLOGY

Tools of the Trade
Alamo Heights transports students outside the classroom, 
beyond the traditional four walls, using programs like Skype, 
Google Hangouts, and Google Expeditions. Students will 
tell you that they love having access to a variety of devices, 
as they are able to access information seamlessly using 
technology. Students are creating, collaborating, problem 
solving and communicating like never before! Using iPads, 
Chromebooks and their own devices, students have all their 
resources at their fingertips. 

We want our students to be able to personalize their 
experiences and take responsibility for their own learning. 
Technology allows students to do just that. Students have 
choice on how to display or show mastery of a concept, 
maintain a portfolio, and evaluate their own work using 
a rubric. Getting feedback from other students in the 
classroom, as well as people outside the classroom, makes 
their learning more authentic. Many of our students 

contact experts to extend their learning. While working in 
collaborative groups, students are searching for solutions 
to real world problems and participating in service learning 
projects. In our Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) classes, students are learning how to code, building 
robots and rockets, and using high tech equipment like  
3-D printers. 

At the end of the day, learning doesn’t stop for our students. 
They are able to continue learning from home using Google 
Classroom as a platform for teachers to communicate 
with students by posting and commenting on assignments 
and sharing videos and websites that enhance learning. 
By providing opportunities to collaborate, communicate, 
think critically and creatively, our Alamo Heights students 
are building skills that will help them be competitive and 
successful in this 21st century, global environment.

Sincere thanks to Sandra Shelton for contributing this article.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

All Roads
Lead to 
Adult Life
The Alamo Heights community has 
a rich history in developing supports 
and programs for students with special 
needs. There are opportunities designed 
to promote self-determination, advocacy, 
and independence. Parents and school 
staff work collaboratively to ensure the 
best outcome for each student.

From the very first days at Howard Early 
Childhood Center to walking across 
the stage at graduation from Alamo 
Heights High School, services are in 
place to help each student reach post-
school goals. A range of instructional 
services are provided to best suit each 
student’s unique learning needs. For 
example, there are smaller, modified 
academic programs, behavioral supports as well as in-
class supports on all campuses.  Related services such as 
occupational, physical, visual, auditory, and speech therapy 
are provided to eligible students. 

All students are provided opportunities to be engaged with 
peers, campus activities, and to acquire daily living skills.  Our 
unique peer tutor program starts at Alamo Heights Junior 
School. Peer tutors play an active role in helping students 
learn and engage in campus and community life. Some 
students participate in Special Olympics from elementary 
through high school. Alamo Heights High School, as a 
Special Olympics Unified Champion School, involves students 
in activities such as the annual “Run, Walk, or Roll into 
Inclusion 5K.”  

At Alamo Heights High School, specialized courses such as 
General Employability Skills, Career Preparation, and Work-
Based Learning have been developed to foster volunteerism 
and vocational skills. One example of work-based learning 
is the Mule Stall, which is a student led coffee shop that 
develops customer service and career preparation skills. 

To help students achieve post-school goals, Alamo Heights ISD 
Transition Coordinators meet individually with students and 
families. For example, there are government Medicaid waiver 
programs for individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Transition Coordinators work to ensure parents are 
well informed, and that the student is placed on appropriate 
Medicaid waiver interest lists as early as possible in their 
education. The special education department Parent Liaison 

provides support to parents. There are monthly 
opportunities to hear guest speakers and learn 
about community resources. 

After four years of high school, some students 
need further development in communication, 
socialization, and vocational skills. These students 
participate in focused skill development through 
transition services. Investigating adult living options, 
opportunities to participate in day programs, 
and options for mobility are part of this person-
centered planning approach. Students in transition 
programs develop skills necessary for volunteerism.  

Alamo Heights transition students currently volunteer at 
Children’s Hunger Fund, Snack Pak 4 Kids, Christian Assistance 
Ministry, Meals on Wheels, The Green Door Resale Shop, and 
area churches. Other students focus on work-based learning 
at area businesses such as Walgreens, TJ Maxx, and the 
University of Incarnate Word. These students also participate 
in a number of social and wellness activities, which promote 
community inclusion.

The Alamo Heights community supports students in a variety 
of ways after graduation. Many businesses have hired 
Alamo Heights’ graduates. These businesses include The 
Wash Tub, Order Up, Walgreens, H-E-B, Cheesy Jane’s, and 
Broadway Daily Bread. Two other examples of community 
support include the SA Life Academy and Independence 
Shredding. Founded by a group of Alamo Heights’ parents, 
The SA Life Academy started in July 2017 as a day program 
for individuals with special needs. Independence Shredding 
was started by former students and is an example of how 
entrepreneurship can lead to employment. 

Throughout their journey in Alamo Heights ISD, students 
have an increasing number of opportunities to participate 
in campus activities and the San Antonio community. The 
special education department is dedicated to ensuring each 
and every student develops a healthy sense of self, engages 
socially and globally, and employs skills for life. 

Sincere thanks to Kris Holliday, Austin Amaro and Mary Hanlon-
Hillis for contributing this article.
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GUIDANCE & COUNSELING

Dedicated to
Supporting All
Student Needs
Our 2008-2009 Strategic Plan established as one of its 
key strategies, “We will aggressively confront the social 
and emotional issues of our community,” and the Alamo 
Heights ISD Guidance and Counseling Program has been at 
the forefront of this effort. 

The AHISD professional school counselors frame their 
work using the state’s Model for a Comprehensive, 
Developmental Guidance and Counseling Program. The 
TEA model encompasses four components of the program 
structure, which include guidance curriculum, responsive 
services, individual planning, and system support. The 
purpose of guidance curriculum is to help all students learn 
fundamental life skills, which are taught through classroom 
and/or advisory lessons. Responsive services occur when 
the professional school counselor intervenes on behalf 
of the student whose immediate personal issues require 
support. Individual planning enables the professional school 
counselor to guide students to plan, monitor, and manage 
their own lives. Finally, system support is any activity the 
professional school counselor does to indirectly benefit the 
student through supporting the school’s overall mission. 

Each of the four components are critical to a balanced, 
comprehensive guidance and counseling program. The 
AHISD professional school counselors use these four 
component areas to track major activities within their yearly 
department calendar. They also meet once a month to 
refine their skills and broaden their counseling knowledge, 
as well as, to discuss current trends and issues facing our 
students and school community.

During the 2016-2017 school year, the AHISD School 
Counseling department conducted a student, staff, and 
parent survey to gather feedback regarding the pressing 
issues each of the different stakeholders desired to see 
addressed in guidance curriculum. Common themes that 
appeared included conflict resolution/problem-solving 
skills, communication with others, how to stand up for 
others, study skills/balancing school, and developing self-
confidence. In addition to the survey, the professional 
school counselors participated in a time study to analyze 
coverage in each of the four components (guidance 
curriculum, responsive services, individual planning and 
system support) to determine if there were areas that 
needed to be adjusted in order to better serve their 
students. Working with the campus principal, each campus 
has taken time to prioritize the needs of their students and 

has created more social/emotional learning opportunities 
through classroom guidance and advisory.

In addition to their regular counselor duties, our 
professional school counselors and social workers are at 
the forefront of our character education efforts and our 
partnership with character.org. They are the main contacts 
for our mentor program to match adults in the community 
with students who need a mentor.  They anchor the 
content for our Heart of Heights initiative through campus 
advisories and classroom meetings. And they are and 
important part of our crisis response team at each campus. 
Our professional school counselors are the heartbeat of the 
campus and truly work each and every day to insure our 
students, staff, and families have access to quality social, 
emotional, and academic services. This terrific team holds 
dear their desire to continually improve their craft to meet 
the needs of others. 

Special thanks to Dr. Kristen Ascencao for sharing this article.

AHHS launched “Dude. 
Be Nice.” in an effort to 
inspire people to cultivate 
communities of kindness, 
gratitude and inclusivity. 
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BUSINESS INCUBATOR

Entrepreneurial
Endeavors
AHISD launched the HEIGHTS BUSINESS INCUBATOR 
program at the high school. This is a groundbreaking 
program for our community, as well as San Antonio’s first 
public high school business incubator that involves business 
leaders and entrepreneurs who will mentor, coach and 
support our students. This national entrepreneurial program, 
designed by INCubatorEdu, provides students with an 
authentic learning experience -- everything from conceiving, 
developing and launching a startup business. 

The goal of this program is to inspire our junior and senior 
level students to become true entrepreneurs. Students will 
have the opportunity to create and fully develop their own 
product or service. Community business experts and real-
world entrepreneurs will coach, mentor and guide student 
teams through the process of creating the idea, conducting 
market research, developing a viable business plan and 
preparing for “the pitch” (like in the TV show, Shark Tank) 
to seek funding for their business idea. Pitch Week helps to 
further inspire the entrepreneurial spirit by placing student 
teams in front of actual investors to compete for funding to 
turn their business plans into reality. This is a class curriculum 
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like no other, geared towards every type of learner. Over the 
course of the year, student teams will learn about marketing, 
accounting, human resources, how to run experiments on 
their Business Model Canvas, customer segmentation, pricing, 
web development, as well as the legal aspects of starting a 
business. They will have access to a network of professionals 
to further develop their skills (teamwork, problem solving, 
presentation, communication) for college and career 
readiness. Students can sign up for the course with their 
counselors during their scheduled enrollment period. 

The district is thrilled to offer this program. The support that 
we have received from community members and business 
leaders has been overwhelmingly positive. The success 
of INCubator programs across the country are based on 
community support and business leader involvement.  Those 
interested in participating or supporting this innovative 
program, will find many opportunities to serve as either 
a content specific coach, student team mentor, financial 
supporter or networker.

The excitement from the 09’ family is contagious! Lead by 
our Incubator teachers, Patrice Bartlett and Cathy Klumpp, 
recruitment has begun and class sections are filling fast at 
AHHS! For more information, ways to support and volunteer 
for this program, please visit the Heights Business Incubator 
website at ahhs.ahisd.net/departments/hbi.

Sincere thanks to Patrice Bartlett and Cathy Klumpp for 
contributing this article.
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DISTRICT PROFILE
AHISD PROGRAM ENROLLMENT

 State         Alamo Heights

 %  %  #

Bilingual  18.8%  7.5%  362

Career / Technology  25%  12.2%  591

Gifted / Talented  7.8%  19.2%  929

Special Education  8.8%  7.3%  352

93%  

2017 GRADUATES 

COLLEGE-BOUND

AHISD SCHOOLS AND ENROLLMENT

Howard Early Childhood Center (PK and K) ....367

Woodridge Elementary ...................................928

Cambridge Elementary. ..................................814

Junior School (6-8) .......................................1,103

High School (9-12) .......................................1,576

Total Enrollment ..........................................4,788

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

African American .........................................2.0%

Hispanic .....................................................41.2%

White ........................................................51.8%

Asian/Pacific Isl ............................................3.8%

Native American ..........................................0.4%

Economically Disadvantaged......................20.7%

College-bound .............................................93%

Dropout Rate ...............................................0.6%

Attendance Rate ........................................96.3%

Limited English Proficient .............................5.1%

AHISD ATTENDANCE BOUNDARIES

Geographically, AHISD is one of the smallest school 
districts in the state, covering only 9.4 square miles. 
The district serves students from the communities 
of Alamo Heights, Terrell Hills, Olmos Park, and a 
portion of North San Antonio.

AHISD BUDGET & TAXES

Expenditures, Maintenance & Operations

Instruction and Rel Serv ................... $27,390,412

Instruction & School Ldrshp ............... $3,124,870 

Support Services-Student ................... $4,397,084

Admin Support Services ....................... 1,855,350

Support Services-Non Student ........... $4,913,867

Total District Expenditures ..........  $41,681,583

State Recapture (Robin Hood) .......... $34,225,947 

AHISD Tax Rate ............................................$1.06 

Int & Sinking Tax / $100 valuation................$0.14

Total Taxable Property Value ....... $6,962,863,302 

Assessed Value per Student .......... $1,438,608.12

Levy from AHISD Prop. Tax Rate (est.) . $77,382,738

Current Bonded Indebt .................... $92,465,000

Per Pupil Expenditure, M&O ............ $7,701.70  
(based on enrollment)

At the Heart of Heights…District Profile  
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SOME UNIVERSITIES ATTENDED BY THE CLASS OF 
2017: Arizona State University, Auburn University, Baylor 
University, Brown University, Colorado State University, 
Duke University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, John 
Hopkins University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Pepperdine University, Rhodes College, Rice University, 
Sarah Lawrence College, Southern Methodist University, 
St. Edwards University, Texas A&M University, Texas State 
University, Texas Tech University, Trinity University, Tulane 
University, UCLA, University of Colorado, University of 
Incarnate Word, University of Mississippi, University of New 
Mexico, University of Oklahoma, University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Texas, UTSA, University of the South, Sewanee, 
University of Wisconsin, Vanderbilt University, Wake Forest 
University, USC, Washington & Lee University

TOTAL 2017 SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED: $2,730,556.00

AP & GRADUATION PROFILES
ADVANCE PLACEMENT (AP) SCORE COMPARISON, 2011-2017
Year Total Tests Number of  Number of AP Tests 
 Taken AH Testers that AH Students 
   Scored 3 or Better

2017 961 510 404
2016 939 485 713
2015 933 535 644
2014 957 551 701
2013 1,011 567 670
2012 1,113 604 722
2011 994 567 660

GRADUATION PROFILE

2017 GRADUATING CLASS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 390

ATTENDING FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE/

UNIVERSITY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .74%

ATTENDING TWO-YEAR COLLEGE  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26%

ATTENDING COLLEGE OUT-OF-STATE  .  .  .  . 32%

UNDECIDED  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0%

ENTERING WORKFORCE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6%

MILITARY SERVICE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1%

NUMBER IN 2017 GRADUATING CLASS DOES NOT 

ACCOUNT FOR SUMMER GRADUATES .

96% GRADUATION RATEAP® SCHOLAR AWARDS

NUMBER OF AP TESTS TAKEN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 961

NUMBER OF STUDENTS TAKING AP TESTS . . . . . . 510

NUMBER OF STUDENTS EARNING 3+  . . . . . . . . . . 404

It is particularly noteworthy that 195 students at Alamo 
Heights High School have earned the designation of 
AP Scholar by the College Board in recognition of their 
exceptional achievement on college-level Advanced Placement 
Program® (AP) Exams. To earn this recognition, students 
needed to take and pass at least three AP exams. High school 
students took AP exams in May 2016 after completing 
challenging college-level courses at the high school.

Alamo Heights High School is accredited by the Texas Education 
Agency, The Texas Association for College Admission Counseling, 
The National Association for College Admission Counseling  
and the College Board.

TOP SENIORS: The Class of 2017 celebrated graduation 
with a total of 355 graduates, with 86 students earning 
honors distinction. The faculty and staff recognized two 
students as the Outstanding Seniors: Cameron Young, 
Outstanding Senior Boy, and Ellery Parish, Outstanding 
Senior Girl.

At the Heart of Heights…Our Graduates 
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS: The National Merit® 
Scholarship Program is an academic competition for 
recognition and scholarships. Alamo Heights High School 
students who have been recognized and honored for their 
academic achievements by the National Merit Scholarship 
Program include: NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS:  
William Conlin, Tyler A. McGinnis and James R. 
Pfirrmann; NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED: William 
Conlin, Daniel S. Hargrove, Zane E. Meyer, Presley H. 
Heikkila, James R. Pfirrmann, Estrella M. Hernandez, 
Matthew J. Pisano, Henderson G. Humphries, Henry 
A. Sauer, Tyler A. McGinnis, William M. Walsh, Connor 
L. McMunn, and West W. Winter; NATIONAL HISPANIC 
SCHOLARS: Olivia Eguia, Michael Gamez, Carlos 
Godinez, Grace Gonzalez, Estrella Hernandez, Connor 
McMunn, James Pfirrmann, Allison Reyna, Carson 
Shults, Rachel Weiss, and Michael Young.

SAT/ACT SCORES 
Over the past 24 years, Alamo Heights SAT scores have 
increased significantly in spite of the fact that a greater 
percentage of students take the SAT. Admissions offices 
throughout the nation know that an AHISD graduate has had 
an excellent preparation for college work.

SAT MEAN SCORES
Year Critical Reading  Math AHHS Avg  Natl Avg  # Tested (AH)
2017  581  577   1,158  1,020 395

ACT MEAN COMPOSITE SCORES
Year  AHHS Avg  Texas Avg  Natl Avg  # Tested (AH)
2017  24.5  20.7   21.0  257

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Semi Finalists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Commended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13

National Hispanic Students  . . . . . . . . .  11
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Annual Accountability Summary
In 2009, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 5 mandating 
the creation of an entirely new accountability system focused on 
the achievement of postsecondary readiness for all Texas public 
school students. As a result, accountability ratings are now 
based on the evaluation of four performance indexes—Student 
Achievement, Student Progress, Closing Performance Gaps, and 
Postsecondary Readiness. 

The indexes include assessment results from the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) testing 
program, graduation rates, and rates of students achieving 
the Recommended High School Program and Distinguished 
Achievement (Advanced) High School Program.

HB 5 also included a local evaluation requirement that 
is frequently referred to as the community engagement 
component. The community engagement requirement is an 
opportunity for districts to showcase areas of excellence and 

CAMPUS ACCOUNTABILITY RATINGS:

ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

Overall: Target Score Standards Met

• Student Achievement

• Student Progress

• Closing Performance Gaps

• Postsecondary Readiness 

Distinction:

Academic Achievement in English, Language

Arts, Reading

Academic Achievement in Mathematics

Academic Achievement in Social Studies

Postsecondary Readiness

ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL

Overall: Target Score Standards Met

• Student Achievement

• Student Progress

• Closing Performance Gaps

• Postsecondary Readiness 

CAMBRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Overall: Target Score Standards Met

• Student Achievement

• Student Progress

• Closing Performance Gaps

• Postsecondary Readiness

WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Overall: Target Score Standards Met

• Student Achievement

• Student Progress

• Closing Performance Gaps

• Postsecondary Readiness

Distinction:

Top 25 Percent: Student Progress

success as well as recognize areas in need of improvement 
and set future goals valued in the community.

The statute requires each district to evaluate and designate a 
performance rating for the district and each of its campuses 
in the district based on criteria set by a local committee. The 
law requires that each district and each campus be assigned a 
rating of exemplary, recognized, acceptable, or unacceptable. 
The statute provides nine factors for which the district and each 
campus must be evaluated. Each district must use criteria set 
by a local committee to evaluate the districts and campuses 
performance under each of the first 8 categories (exemplary, 
recognized, acceptable, or unacceptable) and provide an 
answer (yes or no) for the compliance category.

DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY RATING: Target Score 
Standards Met

OVERALL RATING FOR PERFORMANCE IN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTCATEGORY RATING
FINE ARTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYWELLNESS & PHYSICAL EDUCATION  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYCOMMUNITY & PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT  . EXEMPLARY21ST CENTURY WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYSECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION  .  .  .  . RECOGNIZEDDIGITAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT   .  . RECOGNIZEDDROPOUT PREVENTION   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . RECOGNIZEDGIFTED & TALENTED EDUCATION  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYCOMPLIANCE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXEMPLARYFOR A DETAILED LIST OF PERFORMANCE MEASURES AND DATA COLLECTED, PLEASE REFER TO THE ENTIRE 

REPORT LOCATED ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE AT  AHISD .NET .

At the Heart of Heights…Our Accountability
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ENDOWED FUNDS
The Foundation’s General Endowment was created in the fall of 2002 with the goal of obtaining long-term financial security for AHISD in support of 
the District’s programs. Currently, the General Endowment provides the annual salary for the Teacher for Academic Excellence in Science that was 
established in 2007 to provide distinguished students at the secondary level advanced opportunities in science education. Activities include internships 
in various science laboratories, independent studies, special projects, and participation in professional science conferences. Ron Malasky, AHHS 
Science Department Chair holds this position.

Rob Boldrick Memorial Fund was established in 1991 in memory of Rob Boldrick, 1974 graduate, to support teachers whose study, training or 
program development will help students with a penchant for academic achievement and those interested in careers in science, mathematics, and 
language arts. The 2016-2017 Rob Boldrick Award helped fund instructor training and development.

Glenn R. and Sally P. Ramsdell Fund was established in 2007 to fund a teaching position in English at the high school. The position of the Glenn 
R. and Sally P. Ramsdell Memorial Chair in English is filled with a highly creative, enthusiastic educator whose primary task is to nurture excitement 
among students for literary pursuits. Laura Davenport currently holds this position.

Faye Langley Cowden Chair for Elementary Education was established in 1994. Mrs. Cowden, a 1930 graduate of Alamo Heights and former teacher, 
established the endowment as a commitment to continued excellence in AHISD elementary schools. Amy Soupiset at Woodridge Elementary  
currently holds this position.

The AHISD Wellness Coordinator established in 2009, is solely funded through Foundation gifts in support of providing a trained professional to 
coordinate a program focused on the social and emotional issues of students across all AHISD schools. Catherine Widder, LCSW, began serving as 
the District’s Wellness Coordinator in August of 2017. 

The Caroline Gose Fund was established in memory of Caroline Gose, a 2003 Alamo Heights graduate, to support a joint student-faculty project 
benefiting the High School and the Alamo Heights community in the areas of journalism, theater or community service. 2015-2016 Recipients: 
Interact Club’s Trip to the North Pole benefiting terminally ill children; Chain Reaction inspiring students to have a positive attitude, model 
impeccable character and promote anti-bullying awareness; and Run, Walk or Roll into Inclusion 5K Race promoting health and awareness of the 
importance of inclusion.

The Graham Ladenshohn Memorial Lecture Series was established in 1991, in memory of Graham Ladensohn, who loved his teachers. The Graham 
Ladensohn Memorial Lecture Series brings inspirational and educational speakers to the Alamo Heights Independent School District for faculty and the 
community. In 2017, the Ladensohn Lecture was cancelled due to a weather emergency in the community.

The Martha Spoor Young Writers Fund was established in honor of Martha Spoor, a 1987 graduate of AHHS and an English teacher for 14 years at 
Alamo Heights Junior School. Her goal was to instill in young people the ability to express themselves in their writing through the use of critical thinking 
and creativity. The fund supports a week long summer writing workshop for 7th and 8th graders in the district led by Laura Van Prooyen.

The Charles Urschel Guenther Theater Arts Fund was established in 2008 in memory of Charles Guenther, a 1983 graduate who loved providing 
technical assistance for AHHS dramatic productions. The fund provided production fees, costumes and sets for the AHHS Theater Arts, Choir, 
Band and Strings combined production of The Music Man.

The Johnnie Eng Fund was established upon his retirement in 2003 to honor the impact of Mr. Eng on the lives of his students and colleagues. As a 
result of the Johnnie Eng Fund, teachers from AHHS attended training to increase rigor for grade level English and foreign language classes as well 
as advanced training for the AHHS Math Department. Teachers also attended: ACTLF training, AATF and TAGT Conferences, summer art 
workshops for art teachers, specialized certification programs and Master’s Degree work in Spanish Language teaching.

The Shine Bright Fund was established in 2011 in memory of Sarah Chidgey Hughes, an elementary school teacher, and in honor of her mother, 
Denise Chidgey, who taught for over 30 years at Woodridge.  This year the fund supported summer school enrichment opportunities for 
students attending summer school to help hone and enrich their learning and social skills.

The Reid Hallman Kelley Memorial Fund was established in 2014 in memory of Reid Hallman Kelley, a seventh grader at Alamo Heights Junior School, 
who passed away in September 2013. Reid, a bright and dedicated student, had a particular interest in science and technology, and aspired to someday 
study engineering. The fund is used to enrich opportunities for students at AHJS to achieve academic excellence in science, to help improve 
facilities and equipment of the science classrooms, and to support training and education of the AHJS science teachers.

AS PART OF ITS COMMITMENT, THE ALAMO HEIGHTS SCHOOL FOUNDATION HAS PROVIDED $250,000 
TO THE DISTRICT TO BRIDGE THE FUNDING GAP CREATED BY CUTS TO TEACHER SALARIES AND 
POSITIONS. THROUGH ITS ENDOWMENT, THE FOUNDATION ANTICIPATES THE SCHOOL DISTRICT’S 
EDUCATIONAL FUTURE THROUGH VARIOUS ENDOWED POSITIONS AND PROGRAMS SUCH AS THOSE 
THAT ARE LISTED.

THE ALAMO HEIGHTS SCHOOL FOUNDATION HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS. FOR THE 2016-
2017 ACADEMIC YEAR, $34,780 WAS AWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO AHHS GRADUATES.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Bob Ware Memorial Scholarship was established in 1975 to award scholarships to AHISD seniors whose achievements are above expectations 
and are involved in extra-curricular activities at AHHS 2017 Recipient: Robert M. Stevens

The Oma E. Vordenbaum Scholarship was established in 1977 for AHHS graduating seniors who seek higher education. Recipients exemplify many of 
the qualities that Mrs. Vordenbaum modeled and valued in others, including intellectual curiosity, a love of learning, perseverance and purposefulness, 
sincerity, trustworthiness, unselfishness, neatness in work and appearance, and respect for others. 2017 Recipients: Ameera Billings and Brock 
Duckers. An additional one-time Fortitude Scholarship was given to Claudeth Garcia by the committee.

The W. W. and Anna May Campbell Scholarship was established in 1985 to provide scholarships for AHHS graduates who plan to attend state or 
other publicly supported schools and who are sophomores or above in class standing. Recipients of the Campbell Scholarships are selected based 
on scholastic ability and financial need. 2017 Recipients: Averie Barlett, Abigail Gay, Austin Gay, Mitchell Katona, Isabella Martinez, Nicole 
Nations, Malinda Prystash, Megan Spalten, Colin Sturrock and Levi Valadez

At the Heart of Heights…Our Foundation of Community Support
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THE FOUNDATION’S MOST EXCITING AND FUN EVENT IS THE PRIZE 
POSSE THAT RIDES EVERY NOVEMBER TO AWARD GRANTS TO AHISD 
TEACHERS FOR SPECIAL PROJECTS, MATERIALS, BOOKS AND OTHER 
INSTRUCTIONAL NEEDS.

EDUCATION GRANTS
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
Versatile Spectrophotometry

Aerospace Studies

Gradpoint Student Site Licenses

ALEKS

Heights Robotics

Turnitin to Turn On Learning

Electrochemistry of Voltaic Cells

Collaborative Learning Experience

Zip-grow Farm Wall 

ALAMO HEIGHTS JUNIOR SCHOOL
Off Broadway Redesign

Photo Journalism

STEM

Listening to Learn- Multi-Sensory Instruction

French 1 Cultural Enhancement

CAMBRIDGE ELEMENTARY
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)

Science Equipment 

Cambridge School Garden

Smart Boards for 4th grade classrooms

Leer es Creer

Ready to Begin Flipping our Classrooms

WOODRIDGE ELEMENTARY
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)

Woodridge Ready Room

Aiming for Success!

Smart boards for 5th grade classrooms 

Nosotros Leemos

Math & Literacy

Access A+ Academics

Biography books for 3rd graders

Technology Club Tech Tools

Smart boards for 4th grade classrooms

Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Reading and Writing

HOWARD EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Universal Screeners (Istation & Aims Web)

Scholastic BookFlix

HowdaHUG Petite Chair

Fix the Nook with Great Books!

ROBBINS ACADEMY & EDC
Explore Learning- Gizmos: Science Lab Resource

JOINT
Libraries e-Volve for our 21st Century Readers  
– e-books for all campuses

Campus Grants for Instructor Training

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION*

ASSETS 2015 2014

Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents $222,709 $410,857

Accounts Receivable   334

Pledges receivable due within one year, net of allowance 28,032 99,485

Prepaid assets 3,887 4,715

Total current assets $254,628 $515,391

Property and Equipment 16,877 25,325

Other assets:

Investments – at fair market value $6,606,151 $6,474,056 

Non-current pledges receivable, net of allowance and discount 5,760 25,373 

6,611,911 6,499,429 

$6,883,416 $7,040,145 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities:

Accounts payable $74,209 $15,910

Accrued liabilities 12,010 15,184

Scholarships payable 34,050 36,050

Deferred revenue 48,000 15,000

Total current liabilities $168,269 $82,144

Net assets:

Unrestricted $721,262 $1,083,377

Temporarily restricted 1,445,956 1,449,384

Permanently restricted 4,547,929 4,425,240

6,715,147 6,958,001 

$6,883,416 $7,040,145 

FOUNDATION GIFTS OF SUPPORT TO AHISD

TOTAL GIFTS: $801,418

GRANT FOR 
TEACHER SALARIES
$250,000

GRANTS TO 
EDUCATORS 
$149,075CORPORATE  

PARTNERSHIP  
PROGRAM
$70,404

AHISD WELLNESS 
PROGRAM 

$75,000

GLEN R. AND 
SALLY P. RAMSDELL 
CHAIR IN ENGLISH

$73,862

TEACHER FOR 
ACADEMIC 

EXCELLENCE 
IN SCIENCE

$50,000

FAYE LANGLEY 
COWDEN 

CHAIR FOR  
ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION

$11,558

HEIGHTS 
HEROES
$2,500

OTHER 
ENDOWED 

FUNDS
$28,219

ADDITIONAL GRANTS
$56,750

SCHOLARSHIPS 
$34,050

 FISCAL YEAR  
2014–2015

*Audited financials prepared by Sagebiel, Ravenburg & Schuh, P.C

54 A l a m o  H e i g h t s  S c h o o l  F o u n d a t i o n  2 0 1 4 – 2 0 1 5  A n n u a l  R e p o r tR a i s i n g  F u n d s .  R a i s i n g  t h e  B a r .

2015-2016
Total Gifts to AHISD 

$830,345

$250,000

$34,780

$59,324

$33,882

$2,500

$11,673

$50,000

$75,121

$75,000

For more info about the AH  

School Foundation please visit  

www.ahschoolfoundation.org/
$88,443

$49,662

At the Heart of Heights…Our Foundation of Community Support

(Photos by Robert Amador)



   www.AHISD.net      — 31 —

THINK CRITICALLY AND CREATIVELY    

•  Approach the world and others objectively

•  Evaluate evidence and question assumptions 

•   Challenge existing mindsets and ways  

of thinking

•   Identify, frame and solve multidimensional 

problems  

SEEK KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING    

•   Exhibit intellectual curiosity

•   Master a broad, rich curriculum

•   Actively construct and demonstrate 

knowledge and skills 

•   Inherently value their own learning

•   Nurture lifelong enthusiasm for learning 

•   Maximize resources to expand their  

learning environment  

DEVELOP A HEALTHY SENSE OF SELF    
•   Engage in self-reflection to understand one’s personal strengths and unique gifts
•   Recognize and address personal needs  

and challenges 

•   Make thoughtful choices that cultivate 
fulfillment and a balanced life

•   Take responsibility for personal choices, 
actions and mistakes

•   Develop and nurture healthy, loving 
relationships

•   Live a physically healthy life
•   Openly express themselves with humility  

and vulnerability

COMMUNICATE AND COLLABORATE   •   Speak and write with clarity and purpose•   Graciously give and receive constructive feedback

•   Listen compassionately to support others •   Listen to decipher meaning 
•   Assume shared responsibility in  collaborative work
•   Value the contributions of others
•   Balance individual goals with group goals  •   Work flexibly as leaders and contributors 

ENGAGE SOCIALLY AND GLOBALLY                                             

•   Model a spirit of mutual respect for all

•   Understand their relationship and 

responsibility to society 

•  Value diversity as a strength 

•   Understand and engage in local, national  

and global issues

•  Exhibit responsible digital citizenship

•   Communicate effectively in more than  

one language

•  Add value to the world through service

EMPLOY SKILLS FOR LIFE   

•   Develop strong work ethic and exhibit 

professionalism

•   Take risks, accept challenges and value the 

learning that comes from failure

•   Demonstrate adaptability and flexibility in  

an ever-changing world

•   Apply learning to real-world situations

•   Effectively manage time, assess progress  

and evaluate results

•   Display grit and resilience in the face  

of challenge

•   Exhibit exceptional character 

ALAMO 
HEIGHTS 

LEARNERS:

At the Heart of Heights…Our Learners
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