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7th English
2025-26 Year at a Glance (YAG)

First Semester (87 Days)

Unit 1: Taking Action
Essential Question: What helps people rise up
to face difficulties?

Students will analyze plot, make inferences,
analyze myths, analyze form in poetry, analyze
tone, determine author's purpose, analyze
character, analyze setting and conflict, analyze
structure. Students will write an informational
essay.

GT Modification: GT students will choose from
thematically related texts. They will write an
informational essay using their chosen text to
support their theses.

Students will understand how personal beliefs and
feelings influence their sense of responsibility
through classroom discussions and through being
held accountable for their actions.

The students will evaluate one's personal attitudes
and mindsets about self and others; discuss how
feelings, decision making, and personal behaviors
can influence relationships with others; and
explain and identify examples of how a person can
demonstrate empathy through kindness, charity,
generosity, and courtesy through classroom
discussions, exploring writing topics for their
personal narratives and listening to their
classmates share personal stories.

STAAR Preparation:

Students will review and continue to develop
skills for standardized testing such as short
constructed responses and extended constructed
response essays over a single text.

Writing / Grammar / Vocabulary

Students will review and continue to develop
writing skills such as knowledge of parts of
speech, sentence structure, and conventions.
Students will use knowledge of morphology
patterns to support vocabulary development.
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Second Semester (87 Days)

Drama: "The Governess'" / '""The Hitchhiker"
Students will analyze structural elements, theme,
and mood.

Unit 4: Terror and Wonder of Space
Essential Question: Why is the idea of space
exploration both inspiring and unnerving?

Students will analyze structural elements,
organizational patterns, author's purpose, science
fiction, mood, graphical elements, theme, media, and
rhetorical devices. Students will write an
argumentative essay.

GT Modification: GT students will prepare a
podcast. GT students will write an argumentative
essay with a claim open to student choice.

The students will understand how the character trait
of citizenship impacts personal relationships.

The students will discuss the roles and
responsibilities of citizens; explain how one's
personal actions can impact the perception of others;
describe how justice, fairness, and freedom are
related; and identify and practice a variety of
conflict-resolution skills and strategies.

Students will understand how personal beliefs and
feelings influence their sense of responsibility
through classroom discussions and through being
held accountable for their actions.

STAAR Preparation:

Students will review and continue to develop skills
for standardized testing such as short constructed
responses and extended constructed response essays
over paired texts.

Writing / Grammar / Vocabulary

Students will review and continue to develop writing
skills such as knowledge of parts of speech, sentence
structure, and conventions. Students will use
knowledge of morphology patterns to support
vocabulary development.
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2" Nine Weeks — 42 days (October 16" — December 19™)

(November 25th — 29th — Thanksgiving Break)
(December 23rd — January 3rd — Holiday Break)
(January 6th — Teacher Workday)

4™ Nine Weeks — 46 days (March 17th — May 21st)

(April 18" — No School)
(May 2nd — No School)
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Themes of Power and Control

In The Pearl, the powerful oppress the poor.
Kino’s growing power through the pearl leads to
control and eventual destruction. In “The Flying
Machine”, the Emperor exercises absolute power
to suppress progress, choosing control and
security over freedom and innovation. Both stories
explore how those in power respond to perceived
threats—whether it’s a man’s dream of a better life
(The Pearl) or a new innovation (“The Flying
Machine”).

Short Story: “The Flying Machine” by Ray
Bradbury (5 Days)

Novel Study: The Pearl (27 Days)

Students will analyze how John Steinbeck
develops theme, character, and conflict in The
Pearl through literary elements and devices, and
evaluate how these elements convey the author's
message about human nature and society.

This unit encourages students to think critically
about social class and complex moral questions, as
well as how technology can affect/change us
(“The Flying Machine”).

GT Modification: GT students will create flash
fiction to exemplify the ideas (theme, character,
conflict, setting, symbolism, etc.) studied in The
Pearl and to strengthen/develop their writing
skills.

STAAR Preparation:

Students will review and continue to develop
skills for standardized testing such as short
constructed responses and extended constructed
response essays over paired texts.

Writing / Grammar / Vocabulary

Students will review and continue to develop
writing skills such as knowledge of parts of
speech, sentence structure, and conventions.
Students will use knowledge of morphology
patterns to support vocabulary development.
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Novel Study: The Outsiders (27 Days)

Students will analyze plot, character development,
setting, theme, and allusion.

This unit encourages students to think critically
about social class and complex moral questions.

GT Modification: GT students will create a
multimedia presentation to publish and share their
research with the school community.

GT students will create a piece of historical flash
fiction to exemplify the ideas (theme, character,
conflict, setting, symbolism, etc.) studied in The
Outsiders and to strengthen/develop their writing
skills.

The students will understand how the character trait
of citizenship impacts personal relationships.

The students will discuss the roles and
responsibilities of citizens; explain how one's
personal actions can impact the perception of others;
describe how justice, fairness, and freedom are
related; and identify and practice a variety of
conflict-resolution skills and strategies.




Resources

1st Nine Weeks

2nd Nine Weeks

3rd Nine Weeks

4th Nine Weeks

Textbook

The Pearl

Flash Fiction

Textbook, "The Hitchhiker"

The Outsiders




